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Right Howrable, HE OPHILYVS, Lord Clintons 

EARLE of Linxcolne,And to the vertuous,uud 
4 RIDGET 


AND TO 


The Right Honorable, WILLIAM, Lord Say, 
and Scale, with the Yerr#ousand Right 
Honorable,the Lady ELISABETH 
his wife. 
IOHN WING | w 
A poore vnworthy Minifter of Tefus Chriſt, 
wisheth all increaſe ofall true honowr,and 
happines,with God, and men, 


ayer , from 
roÞublish your 
per ſons tay 
be as vnknowne to otbers ; as myne Is to your ſelves, 
I have not preſumed on this dovble dedication without 
all reaſon; for why ?ir is famouſly knowne, that you 
are the worthy examples of this ſubje&t , wherof I # 
bere treat. AndI cannot but thinke, that they are the 
Fiteſt Patrones of divine bookes, whome God hath 
made, the fairhfull Patrermes of the dotrine contayned 
in them.It is /ong fince Fhaye heard of your early, and 
happy proceedings in piety. Having now this opportu- 
nity,I could not ger contayne infilence, butreſol- 
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s 
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ved to place'you in the beginning of this litle books; 

That they which reads ; eeingfuch rag yandaeble 
preſidents, ofthe practiſe bereiw z might have 
the more full jnducements,to draw them , to doe 
the ſame, The Lor&ptheaven, keepe you «lin your 
moſt ha/y cqurſs,gbring you to the end of this 
race, that eve you may ,(after all honorable {aus 
z3es enjoyed on earth ) poſeſſe thoſe infinite , and 
endles glories, prepared, tor al! that love his name, 
in whomelreſt, 


FLVSHING,the Yours Honoxrs inall ſervice, 
30. of October x 621, for the hozoar of God. 


IOHN WING. Pa#o 


to the EnglidhCharch,aq 
Pay ZEELAND: 


Pag, 18. lin. 23; put'in, and gaur 
43. lin, 33. putout be 
Pag, 49. lin, 24+ albe, read able 
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Earely , and moſt acceptable ſacrifice of 
a Chriſtian, 
Shewing how ſcone, ſoule is bounde to be- 
gin to betake himſelt, not only eo the 57%e, 


but alſo , to the rimely ſeryi- 
ce of God, 


Gen, 4. 4 
eAnd Abel, be alſo brought of the frſtlings of birflocks . 


and the fatt thiref. 
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HE three former —_— of on 
holy Hiſto nt in the dif- 
99. Lon of > As pon b , and 


-  workemanship of God, asin every 

on othercreature,ſoc eſpecially in Man, 
whoſe eſtate while he #ood, and miſerable con- 
dition when he fe, and moſt gracious rerovery from 


his fall, withdivers other divise occurrents ( nextand- 


Jmmediately following ) being at large related vnto 
vs. It now pleaſeth the bo/y Gho# to goe further in 
this ſacred narration, and in the beginning of this 
fourth chapter , to acquaint vs with the meliyp licarion 
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of the moſt wonderfull and glorious 
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of man-kinde. And 


OFFERING. | 
here we have the ſtory of the fr f 
two, that were ever borne into the world , to wit , the 
two firſt ſos, of their, and our fr# parents) Idifpute 
not whether were tiwinnes, the text ſeemeth to 


contradiQtit, t ſome doe weakely conceit it, 
neither doth it carry, or conclude any materiall con- 
ſequence, whether were or noe ) concerning 


whome, we have a tbreefolde deſcription. 
x, of their bi1h, and naturall being, ver. r. 2. 
2. of their b/mes,and civill being: ver. 2. 
3. of their religion, and ſpirituall condition. 
ver. 3. 4- 
They were both berne into the world of their pa- 
Tents: by them alſo were they both employed in the 


world ; and theſe mo arconly named or mentioned . 


without any further diſcourſe : But the third thing, to 
wit , that which concerneth the matter of religios , is 
that which the Lord-doth intend to treat off, and in- 
fiſt ypon. In the world, and affaires of the earth,men 
may lawfully be of divers proſefſions, trades, & occu- 
pations and itis needfultthey should be foe, But"in 
religian it cannot be thus;piety cannot admitt a diver- 
#9, the blefled worshbip.of God will beare no variety 
at all, it muſt be va;forme; as that ove God is , who is 


- worshipped. And ſoe was this of theſe two brethe- 


ren, ſo tarre as the ſame appeared vijiblely ro men, in 
the externallaQ of ſacrificing, which prad iſe they had 


[pas learned-.of they parevtupr were ( wit- 


t; queſtion ) taught how to gxcerciſe this 
PRES lenter of the ſcriprare be filent in both 
as itis in divers other excellent rrorbes , which yet we 
ſtand bound to acknowledg , by yertue of ſuch evi- 
dent , and vadeviable conlequence as doth clearely 
, conclude 
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conclude the ſame, without literal teſtimony in any 
6 Ce terabo Ceaifcs f the ſons of Adew 
w ihce © ons of Adaw, 
Cain and Abel, there is a double difference noted. 
x. of the ſeerifices they offred. 
0 2, of the effe# they found with God,to who- 
me they were offred. 

That which is obſervable in their ſacrifices , is this, 
that wheras Cais, _— and without 7 ne 
[ #f the fruit of the grou not regarding Whes he ot- 
SH ſoe he brought ſome What, contrary: tothe law of 
thoſe offrings , which required the #r# of all fruits : 
It is reported of Abel, & commended in him , that he 
was very regard-full and reſpeCtive,to facrifice to his 
God , of the frft of his flock,and among the fr# , the 
be# he could pick and chuſe, 

And according to the difference of theſe a&s , the 
effe was alſo difterent with the Lord , who ſeemeth 
to ſuite and fit, his je#ice to Cais, that as he had xo reſ- 
ped? what offering he brought , ſoc had God noreſpec? 
to him,or that he effered ; and his favoar to Abed,vnto 
whoſe perſon and facrifice,the Lord had gracious re- 
gard , as he was moſt heedefull ropreſent the choyſe, 
and cheife, of all he had to the Lord. 

And in this particuler doth #oſes, the man of God, 
and pen-man of this part of Gods word,infift, & fpea- 
keth much of the-things that iſſued hereypon, both 
on <Abels part,and Cams, | 

But here itmay'be?) ſome will move} a queſtion, 
how «Moſes who was borne many handred, arid ſome 
thouſands of yeares after the creation , could come to 
know theſe things,and to ſerthem downe in ſuck ex- 
a&# order yato vs... ”7 [1697S 159 1997 RS NIE. 
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To moe this queſtion, is to weke queſtionof Gods 
truth, and to bring into doubt , all that he hath recor- 
ded in this whole e of Geneſis , and all ſuch gther 
things as fell out before his birthand ripe yeares , ih 
Exodus ; for in his infancy we cannot conceive him to 
be any way one of Gods principall ſecretaryes, ot 
meete to be entruſted with this rare jmployment of 
penning any part of ſcripture, eſpecially conſidering 
that he was rought vp in Pharaohs court as a Pagan, 
for the firſt forty yeares of his life. 

But for the cleare manifeſtation of this matter, and 
for the juſtification of the ahoriry of this ſacred boo- 
ke againſt all accurſed cavil's ; we anſwer and doe ac- 
knowledge, that howſoeyer every thing reported 
therein by Hoſes were ated long before bis birth, 
yet nevertheleſle all things written therin,are asab- 
ſolutely true;asit #oſes had beene borne, & had ſcene, 
and heard,cach paſlage in his owne perſon. The Lord 
made choyſe of a man living fo long after theſe things 
were done,that he might honour haraſelf, and this his 
facred hiſtarie aboueall huwane , hiſtories vuder hea- 
Fen, 
For wheras noprofane writer is able infail:b/ tg 
report any thing (formatter offa&t) but what was 
done in his owne, dayes;and came to paſſe m his owne 
ceartayneknowledge;; the Lord is able to inftruct, 
fach as he will ſet aworke toreport the proceedin 


EL 
cameto patie-, | re- 
corde it ,. were vnborne when they were ated. And 
who knoweth-whetherthe Lord hath not done this; 


and.of p made yſe of ſuch perſons 
ITS 


who had not 
world.till long after the time wherin the 
s þ things 


; 
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#hings themſelves which =_ relate had*their being» 
thartoe be might shew himſelt an a/ſ#ffciear inſtructor 
of his ſervants in thoſe things which were done long 
be fore their time,and declared long after. 


; is _—_ purpoſe to digrefle into any generall 
r 


ole evidences that doe authoriſe and 
warrant the whole ſcripture , which are diſcovered at 
by many worthy, judicious, and learned Divines 


only , that it may manifeſtly appeare that this booke - 


is no leſſe ſcripture then any other , let vs take into 
our harts the due conſideration of thoſe things which 
may as wareproveeb/y argue God to be the author,as 
Moſes to be the penner of the ſame , and they are 


( among a multitude that might be produced ) theſe 


few that follow. 

1, Moſes dotlr tell vs of ſome 
God before the creation , which no creature cou 
heare,or vnderſtand)as that of the firſt creature , 8 
all the reſt , when he ſayd of every of them : [ Lee 
there be light, &, ) who could tell what God ſpake 
touching every of theſe, ſcing as yet they Were not, 
& when they were, yet till ma» was createdall other 
were voyd of ynderſtanding, | 

2. Heerelates to vs touching the creation of may, 
what God ſayd-of his making to wit,the mazrer and 
forme of his body, and the infu/ion of his ſoule , as. 
alſo of the manner of the making of the Woman 

- whey the man was ina deepe fleepe , and percei- 
vedit not ;' and what the man ſayd of the woman, 
when the Lord broughther to tum. 

3, After the creation , he report's the paſſages of 
mans f«/, and diſcoyer's the ſubriltyts of Sazes ,in 


ſeducing the firſt man and the firſt wowan, which 
| relations 


' 


ges Concernin | 
Id | 


| 


& 
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relations muſt needes be of God , for we cannor 
conceit that the dive// would ſoe detect himſelf, 


in the evill both of his groſeſin,'and grear punish« 


ment, 
4. After mans fall,hetell's vs of divers ſecret paſſa- 


ges , as of ddams knowing his wite:of Cains r 
conceived inwardly,and vnuſtly,againſt Abe his 
brother, before it out : of Neahs druncke- 
nes,and nakednes :.of Lets fayling,and the manner 
therof , how he was abuſed by his davghters , with 
their cloſe carriage of the matter , & how he knew 
not what wasdone , when he had flept with them 
both: of the cloſe conveyance which Rebeccs vied 
to obtayne the bleſking tor lacob, with the moſt pri- 
vate circumſtancestherof: and a multitude more 
of the like to theſe things, ſoe ſecret , that no flesh 
could know,or relate, but they muſt needes be re- 
corded by the Lord himſelf. 


. He make's narrationofthe ſins , of the moſt bo/y 


menand women , cither, that which was commos in 
thoſe times to moſt of them,asthe PeGyemic of the 
Parriarchz, or ſuch offences as any ove of them par- 
ticulerly fell into , not{paririg 4br«hem the freind 
of God,nor any of the fncere# of his ſervants, which 
a good man would have done, bad he beene guided 
but by his owne ſpirit. Nay , (whichdoth abſolu- 
rely ſcale the truth and authority: of bis writings 


to be of God ) uM 's not bimſe/f in his ow- 
nefins,but rent Aa owne 
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will leave both , ypon everlaſting record to be bla« 
nedcedbientbodmct poſterity. A thing not 
vſuall (if at «ll vſed) in humane: hi , wheri | 
men ſpeake, and write the beſt they ca» ( and man 
times more then they hou(a) of themſelves , & thoſe 
whome they favour .It muſt be God that muſt 
make men thus to doe : & therefore this is one of 
the preroeatives rozall of his writings. 

6. Andlaſtly, he tell's vs otthe moit ſecret rhingsthat 
can be imagined ; nothing can be conceived ſoc 
cloſe as the counſellof heaven : what God pm 
there,who can heare ? eſpecially when he ſpeaketh 
not in any ſuch ſort , or foe openly where Angell's 
may heare,butin his owne private c/oſes,nay (which | 
is yet more ) in his owne breaſt or boſome: yet Moſes - q | 
can tell the world,not only what God fayd in hee- 
ven,but what he ſaydin his hare , & how he was jo- 
wardly affected. Soe we finde in one chapter of 
this booke , where Meſes make's knowne how God. 
M4 Was rae _ bis bart ot mans Wicked 
me: (and 1n aver was gracioufly | | 
for the continnance of the we) | 
ſucceſſion of all the affaires of this inferiour world | 
ſaying | 4nd the Lord ſayd in his bart 1 Will not againe 
cur ſe the earth &e. | See , Moſeris _ Gods 
bart,and can make vs know , what were bis moſt jw- 
Wwerde reſolutions. And who could give bim the 

leaſt light, or acquaintice' of theſe things but God | 
himſelt, who made him his ſecre#ary, and ſo made 

theſe ſecrers knowne to him. | 

And thus by all theſe evidences , ( which are common | 
to allotherfertpratons wellas this, but conmmenicable 
to no bookes but the booke of God ) we ſee that the- 
| re 


: 3ELS OFFERING. 
reisnoreaſon ts oy. NaererT . any thing in 
this parte of holy writ, (or any parcel of it) becauſe 
it was penued by Moſes , and he borne ſo long after 
all things written and recorded in the fame, were go- 
neand paſt, He had a finguler and allſufficient” r#cor, 
even the moſt wiſe God, and he himſelf did exdice, all 
that he taught and enabled Moſes ro Write, fo that 
every jotand tittle of this booke of Geneſis, muſt be of 
abſolute and infaillible truth. 

And foe having now ( by the way ) cleared this 
ſcruple, we should wank +: 4 vnto our diſcovery of 
Abel: ſacrifice , as we have it here layd downe , in the 
words of the text which make report vnto vs What 
kinde of ſacrifice it was , and Wheref it conſiſted. Bur 
we mult ( fr# ) take away another doubt, which may 
be made by ſome, how Abe#/could know the minde of 
God for theſe matters, and ſoe readily offer a ſacrifice 
of this kinde, and doe it ſoe ſuitably to > 
rien, confidering,that as yet the /aw of the offering of 
firſt fruits, nor any other part of the moral, or ceremo- 
wall was not given. We an{wer,it was gizen , but not 
Writzen,as we have it now, it was given in thoſe dayes 
by divine tradition ; originaly from God to man , and 
ſucceſſroely from man to man. 

Thendid the farber informe the chi{de, 8& acquaint 
him with the duryes that pertayned to piety,and the 
children they receivedit from their parenrs, & obeyed 
it as from God. | 

- And bi courſe and manner of revealing. the will 
of Goa this kinde of traditio, endured all the dayes 
of the holy Patriarches, and ſuch as lived after them, 
rill Moſes, andalſo duriugallthedayes of aofes, till 


that part of his life, wherin the Lord EI 
T ut 
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about the penning of this booke , and that is ns 
conjeaured of; ſome ſuppoſe it to be written before 
he wentinto Egypt within the compaſle of theſe four- 
ty yeares wherm he my in cMadjes ; others 
imagine he did iti ately after his departing out 
of Egypr,cven in the firſt yeare therof. Howbeit this, 
(as the former ) is no/point of fuch importance , as 
as / muſt of neceflity haye an exact knowledge of 
the ſame. 

But that Gods law was delivered by this Kinde of 
traduron,till the time we ſpeake off, we nothing doubt, 
and therefore the more toule is that ſlander layd -vp6 
vs by the popi//,that we acknowledg not, nor endure 
any traditions ;jndeede thoſe thatare popizh and w#- 
Wrirten, we cannot abide,but doe abhorre them all,be- 
cauſe »one of them can be detended but by in aſe 


and ſome of them (in particuler)are apparantly b«ſ} 
mou, But that there were traditions «ce, to wit,1u 
as the Lord by himſe!f,or by his eangels,made know- 
ne to men;& man beleeved & related to his poſterity, 
we doe no more deny, then we doe that Moſes 
this part of holy ſcripture,which ( till his time })wasa 
tradition and vewritien, but can be none from that time 
forward. And if the Lord have ceaſed his ewne, bath 
any man power to erect more,that are none of his? ef- 
pecially now that his holy will is ſofficienrly revealed, 
1n the writings of the Law,and.Prophers, & the Goſpel. 
"That there Were ſome traditions we rey ; 
that any are( of God ) now we dinidtly deny; thoſe 
that ar«(being nor of God) we deteſt, becauſe they are 
the fruit of the Popes braine,who bath a yery crazy heaw 
in heavenly things , thongh be'be ap d tobe 
the head of the church, and able to diftill ſpiricnell 
WTR B influetice 


Kote, 
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influence intoit. 

But to returne to Abel,it is probable, that he received 
the light and knowledge he had to offer ſacrifice, from 
his { who frotaGoddid inftrut him how , and 
what to doe, in ſuch duties as were to be required of 
him, And vpon #4: did he embrace , and obey the 
Lord in his ordinauces ; which courle of bis , and his 
forwardnes thus to doe,in thoſe rimes wherin no ſeri 
ture was penned, nor eyery man that ſpake of the 
things of God iradirionslly , fo infalliblely inſpired , as 


, were «// they, by whome the Lord hath lefthis cruth 


Written to vs,shall riſe vp againſt vs,to condemne our 


-mtowardnes,who refuſe to be rawebr of God, and to be 


obedient ro him,though he hath left vs a more happy 
way to learne,then had, who had bur « par? of his 
good pleaſure maniteſted,and that nor Wrirren,wheras 
-we have the Whole, and' Wrizten, vpon ſuch records as 
can never be razed. The ſaints, of thoſe rimes, were 
moſt willing to take knowledge of the wayes of God 


-and yeeld their obedience to them , by that meanes 


(which in compariſon of o#rs )are but weane,and were. 
but Wweeke, ( yetenough to bring them to God , who 
lived by faith in the truth #bw revealed ). The ſamners 
of our dayes ,. to whome- the Lord hath diſpenced a 
wore abſolute, and moſt ſefficient courſe,of comming 


-neere to him , are farre from the Lord , and will not 


give him, neither ſch,nor ſoe mech duty , as theſe did, 


whoſe Knowledg and praQtiſe is not ſoe much magnr- 


fyed.as ours shalbe manifeſted & plageed of the Lord, 


who looke's they should be the be# ſchollers, who 
have the be# teaching, Miſerable will it be with thoſe 
men to whome the Lord shall ſay ; theſe knew litle of 
wy winde ( in reſpe& of zos ) yet have done _—_— 
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made it all knowne to you,yet have you done litle or 
nothing. 

Let not this conſideration bein vaine ,but thinke 
we, how —_—_— Abel learned, & how conſcionably he 
performed, the worship of his God, baving bur {ile 

= to further him : that we by due ponderation he- 
rot,may be both «:hamed for our faylings paſt,and en- 
fogce our ſelves, (as it were) by a holy violence fortime + 
to come,to be more faithfull and induſtrious, both to 
tnow, and to dee,what on our part, we owe vnto the 
Lord , what vnſpeakeable shame is it?that we should 
lye behinde them,that have gone before vs in thoſe du- 
tyes, wherin many of them, had but few to follow, nor 
oe byes to learne them: but we have both Gods 
Whole bogke to giade ys, and all his bleſſed faints are 
gone before ys, yetare we exceeding sbort of thoſe 
oly ones who lived graciouſly in that age which may 
truly becalled the infancy both-of the Wwor/d,, and of 
the cherch ; But I will not dwell here, we ſeethe holy 
Ghoſt beare's record of Abels offering: let vs now 
cometo the words of the text which tell vs what man» 
ner of ſacrifice it was. And Abel, be alſo brought of the | 
[ frit ings) or, firit borne [of bis flock, and of the fart of Exod. 22, 


them, | 29. 30% 
Ot the fr##-lings,or, frſe borne ] that is , the firſten- » add 


creaſe of cattell the Lord gave him; The Lord 7, 2;. 
made a moſt ex«& law forthe offerig of the fr borne, 70. 12, 
bode meneabet, redofalifntavano Nias ard Shaes. 
this law of his we finde tobe very frequently repea- 2% 2+ 
ted,in divers places of thefoure bookes of X9oſes Exon P**%1% 


du; Leviticus bers, and Deateronomie, And as it was o_ 184+ 


otren iterated by.God to/ ſacl, ſoc was it faithfully cap, at te 


abeyed by- Iſrael betoxe...the NY both before G5 -. 
þ 4 
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2.Chren. 
gl-4-51, 
Nek. 10. 
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Heh, 106.1 


- &hathabok 


J #.Cor.17: 
| « SO 
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the captivity in Hezekiab dayes ;and «fter,in the dayes 
of —_— , as ap} in m_—_—_ of they Vee 
nay,from the begming, before thi was given ( in 
mc we ) £#Hbel( you jd ) is carefull to brin * his of, 
and I nothing doubt,but Ade his father did it before 
him,as we noted before. 

But here it way be enquired wherefore theſe things 
were offred, intbsſc times , and among all the Jeaes to 
the time of Chriſt,and are not ſoe now among vs, we- 
re they properto their worship? 

We anfwer,they were ſoe as the lewizh le were 
a pooges lier toGod, and he taught them his min- 
deafrerfucha manner, as never 4ay nation but they 
had it , to wit, by Shaddowes , $ and ceremonies, 
fuch as wereto endure for a ſeaſon, and to dye when 
once leſus Chrift the Lord of lite did appeare,and bad 
fulfilted this law of Tew#i4b rizes, which perished and be- 
came fruſtrate ( in Gods parpoſe )aflbone as, bis | con 

ye# } was out of his mouth. 
- 'But iftheſe NT rites were iheaddowes , what 
was the ſub#axce? what was the truth and Ggnification 
of theſe types,andceremonyes,and of theſe frft frui- 
tes,and #1# borne,in particuler ? 

We anſwer ; all men muſt know that the whole ce- 
remoniall law was a type, or shaddow, the apo: rells 
vs ſoe, & ( in the generall ) every ceremonie therein 
did ſome har ts Chriſt; whois theend oof 1b4 low 

the fame; one way or other ; Chriſt 

was aymed at in each offering. Now for the marter 

meant and ſignifyed by thefe fr# fraies, and fri borne 

ere hurt poergy = to = Bang ep Fang is 

| 1 the fr it fraths of 1thews rhas ſitepe |'and; 

brbefr fbwacof every Sreanuwe, Yer 'not ay as 
_n ( thou 


wiTy 


— 
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' though principally ) had they their rora/[ relation , asif 
Sares-al tym , were tobe shaddowed by theſe 
things, bur; as to him (to wit, to Chriſt) they, were 
#ri 9 and properly affigned,ſoe , ina larger ſence and 
v/e, the pe morality of this law was, that our 
choyſeſt and cheife , our firſt, and beſt, the primeand 
principall , ( not of our frerrs; or of our bea#t, but) of. 
our l1ver,of our ſefves,shonld be givento the ſervice of 
our God. That afſoone as he pleaſeth ro and 
encreaſe the «b:/u1ye: of our bodyes , and facu/ryes of 
our ſoules,that we can once diſcerne betweene good 
and evill , and are able ro pur a difference-berweene 
theſe in our opinion , and praCtiſe, we should inconti- 
zemly, and forth-with berake our ſelves ro worship 
and obey the Lord , and from that time proceede in 
the ſame;during alt our dayes.  - UE, 2454 
Bur it is farther noted here,in the text , that 4bely 
facrifice was | Of the farr of bis flock. ] 
Fart inſcriptutes hath divers references, and ( accor- 
dingly )divers ſences , as the nature of things to which 
it's referred doth require. Tt't his natu- 
rall frgnification,when i s'referred to aatural things: 
we read of Fatneſſe attributed to the earrb; to oyle; to 


wine, the beffof which, God doth call the farre# ,and C7" 27s 
the fareeſt of any thing ivehe'$4#-/as the farreſt land; *7- 527+ 


the beſt land; and foe'ot the reſt. And foeweaccoune 
the fa111ſe beaſt , the beſ;<{ eſpecially being young 
too, ) as theſe firſt-borne were. OE THRONE 

But when far/#61 saffirmed of things fpirireal( or 
things naturall , contre ſpuritually ) cariettr 
contrary {ences ; and fignifiesborh rhe-be#; and the 
wor#, For wefiride Devid'where he would shew'a 
woſt fuafull bate\ co fay,it ®'q { bars a5 farasbrawnr; | 
67 and 


RW... 
—= " 
ae << a 


P/a1g. 


20, 

Iſc6, 
Mat. 23, abun 
'ETTAD 
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and the Pr Proghes [ſaiah,and Chrif after him,when they 


if given oyer of God,ſay thus [ make the 

davefuupes lefare,} Oathe other "de, the moſt 
bet ble {fi to the ſolacing 

be Cane are called i fart + ke 4:22 


F/. 36, thoſe god! godly and wel-growne ef iy roſe x] and 


That 92+ 
40. 


eaten,andted freely, of thoſe oa delicates, and by 
the benefit of them are come to ſome good meaſure 
ofability; in good things, are ſayd to be [ far and 
flooriching. 

But with this w3{c#cal ſence, or vic ofthe ward 
we meddle. not; iq ourtext it is taken, moſt proper 
forfat beaſts,[the fat of bis flock] that is the beſ# t 
So that owe of that isayd bere of A of 
fring is chi4:that-be being made partaker of true grace 
and guided by God to shew itin the fruits therof, 
doth by taith ihe vnto God ſuch a ſacrifice as was 
ow required,namely,the firſt, & ( amongall the firſt) 
the very beſt of the flock he didattend. 

Lſay now required,tor «figr; ward God commanded 
and yore, but as yet there was #0 ,or 
tabernacle, =o high preiſt, norany Levite, #o fare from 
heaven , ( at leaſt) that byrgt;continually , nor many 


_ othe which camemuin ſuccegding times: ſome 
other things CC 


when the; A rke and-tabernacle wias anore, 
when the Temple was builded, nd all ocher things ſer 
in order, according to Gods preſcription fouching 
each particuler. 194 2M1oc Th 

- ;Howbeit del (.idgtie.meimnetine) 4ath his beſt, 
and offers to his yrmoſt power, whas hr preſent /fate, 
and the preſent me —_ — zhewing therby 
that rrae grace will doe an, though x cannot 


doe. «lit would,orshould .jm:the ſervice of God; 
pthets 
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ethers may doe more, in times & places which afford® 
more meanes,bur ſincerity will chewir ſelf ir-rhe woſ? 
that may be done for the time being; 'though we en- 
joy bur litle meanes, or few helpes to further ys, yer 
a founde hart will make ſome honeſt 5hift , to tos 
ſomething that may be pleaſing to God. _ 

This is worth noteing (by the way)becauſe it mee- 
te's f1/y,with their fearetull jmpiety , who letall reli- 
gion and piety «/oxe, becauſe they cannot doe «//: like 
to miſerable and deſperate bankreprs , who becauſe 
they are notable to grve every man «#, will pay not- 
hing « «to any mi; which deceit who could eudure> 
Nay , learne to doe better of good Abel{( and all 
Gods ſaints who livedin the firſt times)doe ſomething 
the mo/f and bel, thou canſt, and the Lordwill 
thee according tothe willing minde thou haſt, to 
as farre as Wweake meanes will further thee. A man 
doth not more manifeſt Weate grace,in not doing 
Gods worke compleatly,then he doth evidece rae gra- 
cein doing what he is able 'to doe ,conſcionably. The 
Lord regarde's men according to bis meanes,and their 
mindes,1n his ſervice. They thatoffred vprightly be- 
fore the preitthood was ordered:, were as le 
to God, and ſome of them had as much and allot rhem 
had as ve grace,as any thar ſacrificed after. A wiſe 
chriſtian, may employ mech grace, vpon /it/e meanes, 


go” Notc.. 


and (I thinke ) the lea# meanes that ever the Lord Note. 


doth give,may excetciſe rhe wo# grace the beſt of vs 
have,it we play the good busbands, & ſetit well a work.. 
Barthiois by thowey , hit vs now make-toward the 
_—_— , we meane to handle in this offring of 


in other places of ſcripture, 


And 


which is ſoe commended in him , both here & #5.114 


4 
<a 


Y - , 


8.57 And that js , that moral of this praCtiſe ceremoniad, 
MI - which-concerneth vs chriſtians, to wit , That it is the 


. vndeniable duty of every one, to give onto God the gler 
of bis firft abilityes,both of ſoule & body, to beltow thetr 
ac 4 in the ſernics of his maieſty. 

s leſſon Abel needed not to have learned of 
the fr borne of his beaſts , had not his father Adm 
fallen, and deprived him ( and vs all, ) of thoſe &rſ/ & 
beſt druits of created grace, which the Lord gave him, 
when he filled him the fre day of bis life, with the per- 
fedtion ofall knowledge, holynes, and righteou cs, 
and made 'him as holy , and as happy , as a creature 
might be on this earth. Had not theſe frſe freits of 
this grace perished in the firſt ,4dam, ſoe, as that ne» 
ver man but he; might taſte them , they wonld have 
taught vs what to doe aſſoone as we could have done 
any thing, that grace &c, would quickly have carried 
vs to the fountaine of grace, from whence, as it came 
but /aze/y , itwould have returned nateraly, as the ris 
versinto the ſea. For Adgens: ropes were as naterall, 
as hi s breath, it was all one to him,to doe any duty to 
God,and to himſelf, both were alike eaſy vnto bim. 

But now the caſc is altred,, it is nothing ſoe ; but 
cleane contrary altogether, his fixſt beſe muſt ba 
taught cbe/(yeaand Adam too) by his firſt beſs.beaſt 
which he muſt now give to that God to whome be 
Shopld have given h1#ſe/f from his fr# being, this be- 
aſt muſt be ſacrifiſed tozhawe him,who being ence who 
ly Gods,hath =oy made himſelf worſe then the beaſt 
7 Ga perisheth, wow muſt man have d«mbe ſchoolema- 
ſters that cannotſpeake , and vareaſoneble yea ſence». 
leſſe alſo,which cannotynderitand or heare his ſpeech, 
and ſomewhat muſt be done to them ,' aloone as. 


they 


OO OG I——_ 
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they are inthe world , toshew man , what we once 
( when time Was ) could have done, and what for ever 
he oughtto doc, fromthe time of his owne firſt being, 
The fr# of our flock,the fe of our fruit, muſt teac 
vstowhome the fr f of our ſelves,doth of right apper- 
taine : even tothe Lord, to whome a besſe muſt be 
pivs ceremonially,in ſtead of a ma» morally. And this 

ing exe morall and ing of this ceremonie , it 
moſt needes be our duty thus todoe. Even this 5had- 
dow Shewe's vs, that as a ſ#bſrance and a 5haddow , doe 
from the firſt inſtant goe together inſeparsbly,and for * 
ever;loe should we have beene to our God,ever from 
our beginning to have followed him whereſoever he 
had gone baked vs, and to have cleaved continually 
to him,inthe obedience we owe him all the dayes of 
our life, both firſt and laſt, 

And this truth of God of the early offering of our 
ſelves vntothe Lord, is not only typed out and figni- 
fied here, by theſe fr {+ beaſtes, and friuts, that muſt 
be facrificed; but it is ſubſtantially confirmed in other 
ſcriptures, wherein the Lord doth more expreſly,mani- 
teſt his minde in this matter. 

I willnot,(for I neede not) heape vp many evidences; 
let vs conſider only,to what end it may be ( if this be 
not Gods truth, ) that = _- doth come no 
vpon nts, touchi eir duty to theirchildren 
on this behalſe, ro —_- ,to tutor, & inſtruct them, 
inall holy informations,cven1n their chi/de-bood, non- 
«ge and mivority, ſo ſoone as they can be diſcerned to 
be capable vaderſtanding in any thing, [Teach 4 
childe | (aith- $a/om on: Fathers, bri vp your children in 
the feare and information of the Ld} th Pas/ , with 


moe that might be added. IDbeper reid, dare any 


man 
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F man jmagine that the Lord calls for any thing more 
| then 44s due,and ifhedoe not , thendoth the duty of 
| our fr# dayes belong to the Lord,our fr# powers, & 
abilities, are his in all right, and he muſt baye our ſer- 
wvice,foe foone as we can doe any. 

Againe,why are many commended in ſcripture for 
being carefull herin and their examples recorded for 
our jmiration? is it not becauſe we shonld trace ther 
1 In this truth which fome of them have learned , more 

then we, with mich /ef teaching then we have? Eor 
l inſtance, _Ybrabem,whoin his owne fr# rimes,was tray- 
'% Tepat2 pd vpin jdolatry with Terab his father , and foe he 
Is. - . . 
Gen.18, gave not the fff fruits ofhis owne lite , yer for his 
| ſterity,God prefumeth on his fidelity this way ,and 
th,he knew his minde foe well for this matter , that 
| he was fure | be Would reach bis children and command 
| them ) inthe things of God, and therevpon acquaints 
| him with his ſecret jr concerning Sodome, We . 
| fee Abraham did know this our d.drme t1 be his duty, 

3 yet he had neither his f«chers example, nor his ewne 
| practiſe in his re yeares,nor Sa/omon,nor Pasl,to call 

ypon him but the Lord h41mſef raught him this truth, 

him a hart to doe it. | 
3.Sem, : And have you not alſo read what is recorded of 
ys Hannah , the happy mother of Sawael, and what her 
| reſolution was, when she went to pray for a childe be- 
| fore she had ever a one , namely this , togive him to 
God , and that foe , as the Lord might have the #-# 
fraits of him , even | from the day of his birth 10 the day 
his death, \ and when the Lord faw her ſoc well re- 
Cived he quickly graunted what $he defired. / 
J! It were as caſy to inſtance many moe, as theſe mo,who 
© i have hearkened ro God herin, & honoured him _ 
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the firſt of theſe fraits of their body which he had given 
them, as of olde theſe did with the { of their 
beafts, But we will ceaſe examples, and vrge the re- 
ſons of the point, which are theſe that follow, 

Firſt ,God is the beſt maſter we can ſerve,and there- 
fore we have reaſon togoe about his ſervice the fr /+ 


Fi 
Reaſon, 


thing we doe, whenonce we can doe any thing at all. . 


That heis our beſt maſter , appeareth not only in his 
nature, he being every way ip Enitely good , butalſo in 
his infinite ſavoer , which $heweth it ſelf, both in thar 
he gives vs the be/{ Worke , and the beſt Wages in the 
world. Our Wore is to worship and obey him, and to 
doe only thoſe things which are beſe tor our ſelves, 
whereby we may be moſt happy in our ſoules and bo- 
dyes , both being at peace with him , and enjoying all 
things in a ſanCuified and ſweete eſtate. Our Wages 
( belides his manifolde mercyes here ) is all inconcei- 
vable blefſednes, that heaven can afford ys , theglo 
of that kingdome, wherin we$halbe glorious kings with 
himſelf for ever and ever. Now what would any man 
doe firſt , that were guided but by naturall reaſon? 
even that which he might benefit moſt by , Beholde 
then here is. 

the beſe maſter that can be defired 

the beſs ſervicethat can be per formed, 

the beſe Weeges that can be received. 

Letany reaſonable man judge whether he have nor 
uy to ſer himſelte ſo ſoone as is poſlible to this 
cru 

Secondly,they are like to proue his beſt ſervants ,that 
begin ſooett to ſerve him , for why?our fri abilityes 
are free#t from ſin,and leaſt taynted with evill, and foe 
much more apt, and able to good , then when once 

C 2 they 


2 
Keaſon, 
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they have beene habituated,and ſoaked,and ſeaſoned 
nay poyſoned , with «#uaf —_—_ ,aded to that naru- 
rad tn purity, which is in vs,and by thefe,made vr- 
terly vnmeete forthe Lord, as they cannot but be, when 
once Stan hath got in , and had the fr ft hanſel of our 
harts,and foe poſeſt vs of a childe,that we have beene 


. his vaſſalls, in the baſe,and hellish bon of fin and 


I 
Rea ſon, 


rebellio againſt God : it is hard getting of him osz,ifhe 
be once ix poſſeſſion, more hard , it he have beene in, 
tenge. But if theLord enter vs at #r# , we are his for 
ever,he cannot be gotten os: by all the devillsin hell, 
if once he have the happy poſſeſſion of our harts, he 
will holde his ewne. Seing therefore we are frie# for 
him in our #r# times , let vs know , it is goodreaſon 
we Should then give ourſelves vnto him , eſpecially 
confidering we can never (atthe beff we can be) come 
any thing neere that fitnes which once we had , when 
we were fall of thatercated grace wherof we ſpake 
before. 

Thirdly , our firſt fruits muſt of neceſſity be beſto- 
wed, and employed one way or other , to good or to 
evill;to God or to the Dewvill,it cannot be ayoyded but 
one of the ewo , muſt have the vſc of vs from the (rf 
time we are fit for any thing. We muſt needes belong 
either to the ove , or to the ocber ; religion tell's vs we 
cannot belong to beth, and let reaſon ipeake to which 
of the two, it1s beſt belonging; I fay let reaſon ſpeake, 
forno man can be ſoe onable , as to make any 


- Cdoubt,or the leaſt demurre ypon it. If the Lord have 


vs,it is that he would have,if the devill get vs, woe vn- 
ro vs,we muſt account with God,for all the ſervice we 
bave done him,evyen for every a&t,& when this hea 
account is made vp, we muſt yndergoe Gods —_— 
curſe 


_—_——  —_ 
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curſe for our ſervice}, and receive the hire of our 


worke with him ( whome we have ſerved ) in he/,. 


where the worme never dyeth , and the fre never 
h oor. 

Soe that, inaſmnch as our #r# fruits muſt goe to 
one of theſe, and that i will be ſoe- miſerable with vs, 
if Satan ſeize vs, ter vs beleeve the truth: of our 
doQtrine and doe accordingly. 


I, (will ſonie fay ) that is a good morien , and-well it Objeftiom- 


were with ys if we could doe as you fay , butwe can- 
not, it is not in our power now, trucitis, that oxce it 
was, but it is as true, that #ow it is not, and that's well 
knowne,yea too well, to our ſelves ,and to God ; how 
then wou you have vs 'doe herein > doth God re- 
quire what he knowe's we cannot doe ? doe his pre- 
cepts contayne jwpoſibil/itzes ? will he have vs vader- 
e that which we are notable. X 


I anſwer,all that can be pleaded (thoughnever ſoe Solution; 


ira/y) cannot on our part »«//ify any truth of God 
taught vnto vs, warm ys, on vs: 
ſoe long as all that we would excufe our ſelves by , is 
long of our ſelves, and that whereby the Lord may 
accuſe vchatigatly » becauſe( of our ſelves, without 
bim ) we fell our per fet#1n,aud power we had,to 

give all duty to him at a/ r5mes. | 
True it is , and tootrue, that we” cannot give our 
ſelves zow from our fr#,as we could have done in our 
created ſtate , but what of that ? doth our jmbeciliry 
weaken the »ecefiy of this duty ? is Gods comman- 
dement ever the weaker becauſe we are worſe then 
we were , whan he gave his ? can our corruption 
cancell or abate any jot or title of his truth ? Noe, 
it doth , and will ftand in full power , force , and 
vertue 


—— > * 
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yertae vs: we have enfeebled,and wnfited our 
ſelves for God,but his law, 44s ry yr abſolute and as 
onngetprati ome ant though we fa/, 
he is mer apnea > p14 wo 
obeying; it is we with whome the caſe is «/rred, not he, 
for heis | ſchoveh and changeth nor, | He neede not,vn- 
lefſe he pleaſe (for he is noe way tyed by any neceſſi- 
ol ) to take notice of ourinabylity , if he doe ,he may 
the more righteouſly reprove, and vpbrayd vs; ithe 


doe not foe.it is his favour,not to caſt it in our 


eMaerk, 


H, 13. 


Rew.2 2.2 


Note, 


reeth. He may to this day expect , {and therefore 
tnuch more command ) that every one ot ys should 
be as CAdam was at his beſt , & condemne and plague 
vs for our vnfruittullnes,if we be not : as Chriſt d1d 
curſe ths fig tree for —_— þ though it be ex- 

d by one Ev | time of figs Was 
=_— ] wy , that cmewhich ordinarily , new — 
nature corrupred , it did viſually beare fruit ; it ſee- 
meth ( nay it is more ceartaine ) that before the carth 
was curſed,all fruits should have beene more frequent 
and abondam, yea,almoſt contmnal (as ſome have con- 
ceived) like the trees in the paradice of God.And ſoe 
our Saviour toshew,not unly his power, bur his r1gh1e- 
on /nes , curſed it, becauſe irwasnot ſoc fhaitfull, as it 
was by creation, taking no notice atthe vnfruicfullnes 
of it,or of the want of truit which came to at this 
time of the yeare, by reaſon of the curic our 
corruption. And thus may he deale withys;, for that 
we are not at «/ times fruittull in choſc graces , of his 
good ſpirit, wherewith once he furns vs,and made 
vs, meete and able ( ar «xy rime ) ro honour him, What 
hath he todoe with ourtalling, and inſufficiency to 


doe hzs will? that lyeth berweene the devid, andws,to 
anſwer 


| CEE Ion ens 
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anſwer , the Lord hath no hand init , nor cannot be 
1axed with itin any reſpet, he commande's na more 
cheukowadavs don So that there is ne objefting 
this,toany good end,vnlefle it be { asit ought ta be )to 
humble ys, for that weare not,as we were exce (and 
should have beene ever ) and thereypon diſcerning 
our inability, to doe the Lord all the duty we owe 
him fromour #/ breath ; as alſo, ſeing by abſolute 
right,he may as well challenge it of vs, as of the f-# 
Adam;we herevpon beftirre our ſelves the more , and 
the berter,to haſten both onr ſelves and others, vato 
the practiſe of this inſtruttion,and foe turne all this 
( by the power of grace) intoa provecation , which cor- 
rupt #«rvre (perverily) vrgerh rw 6 
thus the point is proved,and this ſcrupte, ( or 

cavill rathey ) removed,let vs now come to the w/e: of 
of the point, which are chree , and doe concerne all 
forts of men :to wit. * X 

the children of God, for conſolation, 

the wngedly for reprehenſion. 

all es, for in(irudion. 

And firſt for the ſaints, the ſons and daughters of 
God, it cannor be but exceeding happy & comforta- 
ble to them, OI wan Ha. erarch, 
and lives, that have expreſled it , fince the firſt day it 
RS rorherm romehe Lord, before whome, 

ſincerely endeavoured,to give hi 
frans of their knowledge ofthis &r foo though , either 
, or 


hrough their onall —_ 
chenenk Semares foſen m their education 


hav@nor given him the frſr froiss yr omega 

while they werein their non-age. | 

- Ra medingpylingeobenglocemided os 
ine 


x 
Vie; 
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divine trath,becauſe many are ſuperficially perſwaded, 
an will give a ſlight conſeine.(& x nee DicelLifhe be 
ut toit, wil notdoe ) to many holy truthevgof God, 
they whome the Lord convinceth « rigbr, (as he 
doth all his ewwe ) he coforteth,in giving 
reſolution ſetled in their very ſoules , to ſay within 
themſelves; his 5s che vndoubred truth of the enerliving 
God,thus, we waſt doe, + endeavour to ſtire vp others 10 
doe the ſame, and if s be 4 truth Which Woe should baue 
SN before, we mwſ7 repent for negled} palt , & be 
be with God for the time remayning,end goe the fa- 

Ber can ſe We began ſor late , and doe our beſt to draw 
others after v5,t0 that Way which both they,and ve 1hoa/d 
have gone, long betore.He that is +6#: convicted, shall 

not goe long vncomtorted. 

It isa fiample impo , that men catled at their 
ripe yeares,or in their age, give their fr# truits 
zo the Lord,thoſe dayes are gofie,and pe# : but to gj- 
ve the Lord ( atwhat time it pleaſerh him to call vs) 
the glory of :b15rrath, in our ſounde perſwafion, that 
it is th#z, and fingleharted humiliation, becauſeit had 
not place in.our practiſe before #ew, & moſt caretull 

provocation to our yzmoſt pofitbility, that it may be 
cen end Ben , with wbome, by 
meancs, we can prevayle , this is tobe truly happy, 
and in a moſt comfortable condition yore tm. 
on rapdenas hed donothenr tus 


I rye 2-ns, fp rn ante worry aan 
ned inrcligion as he,vewe more , yetfrom his childe 
hood, ho _ EY ſervice; + aromas nr 
try,and ſuch other j :as vſoaliy acoompanictly 
ebat jriquity, Pur CC Brathagenic) and afſ60- 
ng 


| 3» i . xy | i 
neas he heard he did obey , and perceiving that the 
Lord had {s# ſuchduty by him, as in his former dayes 
he should have receiv him, he is c&vincedhere- 
of, and reſolved, that his cbildres hall give it;though 
his owne chil/de-bood, was given to fin. Andrhe diſcere 
ing of rbis in him, was ch47,that gave the Lordcontent, 
Abraham comfort. 
- Is not Moſes a man abundantly magnified, and that 
of God himſelf,as if he had beene (as indeede he was) 
ſome extraordinary ſervan of his , yet , for forty yeares 
of his life , what was he; ( ſo farre as we finde?) but 
ſuch as others were that lived in the cours of that Pa- 
od Tan at<c marry _ 
Gods people ; it ma ) groſſe, 
fore of hs fell carte, who Peers 
Voc as fry api ' , 
ring reve; more then appeaterh to me. Howbei 
inaſmuch as he freely and reſolutely , caft off all the 


creddir,and proffir of his high dignity, & preheminen- 
En 
ve him, it was well taken,that from hat «ge, and time, 
he wayted on the worke of God , neither his 
sbilde-bood,nor rs ar oe 9s _ 
What I ply more ( as I might ) 

NEE who be Gomcet toc 
had the ſame com forr,what is over-peF, and cannot be 
analy recovered and performed ,if itbe rightly re+ 
red of.an our ſeizes and reformed iriocbers (toour 
power , itis «//oze, asif we had done it in our 
owne perſon. Let vs bewayle our owne want of ie 


ran dg moan; pete Aupaty +> ray 
fach as may come within our poſlibili wr 
off, or per 0, Rjealy > re en ele _ 
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the fe# inſtant, ET daians 
it chalbe well with vs 

And «hisI doe ( of urpoſe ) inſert here , becauſe 
Seen 6 malichonig,cad Geary, 20 dab theye 
harts of Gods ſaints , when once he i's 4 crab by 
CNY their rime( for Y is paſt, 
then do come with his pearceing- temptations to * 
wounde , and rende , the ſoules of ſuch as are 
harted , and to lay it intheir dish, that this , and cher, 
they :sbould have done fince , God should have 
had their whale /over tor his ſervice , now many yeares 
be gone, and there can be noe recalling of them, and 
can they thinke which way to make all well,when it is 
an yttor jmpoſſibility to recover one moment , much 
_ ane mate mean "mp ory like ſpiehr fol, 

» he doth reace , and ror- 

= ure the gr gracious rx... ques to breede deſpay re in 


uu bim double,both for me; 


and ſcorne;berrer once 
then neu e=+o bor 4 toe # daye Were a5 due 10 God 
4; mine, þu; be Wid/nevwer call 


but ever accurſe thee ; 
andfor ver: ſelves bur for for may pare, though 1 have le#t my 


Note. frft dayes,y God Wl wor loſe me ever , gl call's once 


and be that come's then , comes time enoug ned foo mercy, 
though he chould have came ——_— duty : and moreover, 
#naw the Zord hack wade many apr) men for hike 

thofe who in their fc _ have beene fou- 
ty miſled : 1 greive , that I gave hin not my chi , ar 


_— but if be pleaſe 10 acce ljoy,, «nd nil 
er bo off offer erp fey got Pubed, 
vena} 


rub d my ſel 
offered my ſelf, 2s fo 
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Theſe and the like anſwers, will confound his ca 
villi,and make him weary of vs: and he being thus 
reſiſted, our God and we, tay be the more intimate 
ad ner in the ſweereſt paſſages of his Gnguler 
your. | 
And ſee we ſee there is ſounde comfort for ſuch 
as «re perſwaded herof, and Wwee/d bave done it , and 
are bembled becauſe God hath beene robbed of his 
right in their minority. | 
Againe ; for ſuch as have offered their firſt fruitsto 
the Lord,there comfort cannot be bebinde(if it excee> 
de yot) theirs that went before. Our U#beH here, who 
was {oe carefull to give the Lord the fr# of his flocks, 
and, ( I cannot eaſily doubt bur,that he gave the fri# 
olboſiſ allo) how doth' the Lord ify him ia 
nk [7 eres TH ?'Did he not ci 
is offering ? hath henot pur ir here 
into his owne booke tokleennenoneciiicn 
bere , but elſe-where in the #ew teſtament once 
agpine , that from the beginnineto the end of the 
world , he might be famons , whereloever either 7654, 
rext,or thoſe , hould be preached , that which he hath 
done, sbould not be fo ? Did he not moſt dee= 
ply avenge his innocent blood his jmpious bro- 
ther, and made him the fr# and moſt feartull ſpeZacle 
of his juſtice,and malediftion,to the terror of all ſucce- 
nt freer mare menr then all this) 
b notthe Lord crowved him with glory and immor» 
ity in;the heavens with himſelf, aswell as renoaned 
him tos and piety here on earth? 17 5 
He.is the Sr# , whoſe foule every ſaw the face of 
Coll potmmermemate front earth an biaven be fore 
a0! 24 men 


Heb. 11.4 
1s 7ob. 8+ 


. * ——— <—— - 


Ixdeb ( no notamong 
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menwho now, and for ever live there with the Lord 
in glory. He was the firſt martyr, had the firſt crowne 
none ever djed for the Lord before him-, none could 
live with the Lord before him : he was the Lords firft 
Witnes, & among all the Lords worthyes this righteous 
Abel(as Chriſt call's him)ſtood in the fore-frexr of the 
battell, 8 'shed rhe fr## blood for the faith , & teſtimo= 
ny of lefas , before there was any to back or aberr him, 

And as the Lord tooke great notice of this fr#;foe 
alſo,hath he done in like manner of the ze#,who have 
began betime to be acquainted with him, in his fervi- 
ce, How came Samee/ to be foe rare a man, and to 
be numbred among the moſt ſpeciall favearices of 
God, Heſes,lob,Daniell, Noah, &c ? Why ; doe you not 
remember what we have fayd of his morber , he 
gave him to God ( in refolation } before$he had him 
and'wasas good as her word, aſſooneas he was 'Wes- 
#ed; doe you not remember what is fayd of himſelf 
[ the childe Samnell miniſired before the Lord | the childe 


 Samaecll this was worthy to be aconnted Wonder fo/l, 


that-a.chbi/de should miniſter before the Lord; 
ally being ſo yong,that ; as yet ) he knew not the voyce 
or call of God, from-Flyes,but ranne to Fly, once and 
me, when the Lord called ypon hun , about the 
r# buſines he had to doe for him, © ( 
What may be the cauſe that /ofiab is ſoc migheit £0» 
mended,that,asit be were marchleſſe itis ſayd of him, 
dah Was none like before bim| nor any to ſaccee- 
that 6hould be fucha #ne , as thi prince 
was ; true itis,that never any king;either of fſreel/ or 
the goed kings ) before or after 
him,went ſee ferre in the worke of Godfor the 
49.6 purifying of bis worskip,as be did; this 
nymn & furmount 


© —C 
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furmonnt them all : but how is it thathe came todves - , 

what none had deze,more then they all? why ; he be» 

gunto works the woike of Godbytimne; & rhat may 

a mayne reaſon why hedid fo much”: at ejghr yea- 

re olde ( fairh the ſcripture) { he ſought rhe Lorde, Jand 2 2. m"_ 

that-is but in childe-hood,altmen know.” A | 
gen —nnpennd rm pert uf weanen and i 

_ others as I might mention to this purpoſe ; no- 

ing is more fret en this oo bps cenethe 

yo and moſt exceHent men,in pic 

and the wel ab/e inſtruments of Gods merci ory 

the of their dayes, have began to doe good, 

they muſt needes de cage hawen; who ſet out on . 

their way, ſooveft, & continue going on thither-warde. 


Onl cook {nes em ren wt 
bgion rad now 2 +> pr fork ny ron 

Þ de foe Hons fb 

admired of godly men,and nmr ap" Frm of Note: 


Conwhpees Gunde ſock Cot an 


Weane/ines in narure, ft Gods brea##s, 
mba r hoy Brower S—_ ''T% hm 
So tl by all hath decne ſay to 
be a beppyr to be moſt men , who 
ed p hed 


EW 4 the Lord,and walked accor- 'K 
ding to the {s Maher, which leade's on directly in | 
the way of /xfe,wherin howſoever a mart may{po/16/y) 
meete with moleſtation,and miſery, yer the end 
of it will (yndoubredly ntabanIOG endles,& mfinite g/ory,with 
bim,who wil make thoſe moſt OrIOUs beyond athens 


who berooke themſelves to or ee | 
Much be fpoken to conſolation 

who ry anon doe vemos. this inſtruction. 

But of this more bereaſterwo now paſſe ro our 2, _— 


= ” 
Vie. 1 
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that. concerneth all vngodly , who 
they wil( becauſe they me/t , and cannot 
for #arke :hame,ſay otherwilſc)after a ſortacknowledg 
this our defrine to be true;yet walke (moſt wickedly) 
ina courſe farre Wyde of it , nay , cleane contrary to it: 
their mouthes caunot be ſoe monrecs/ly finfull, but 
they muſt confefſe jt to be a truth, howbeir,their hel- 
pratiſe all the dayes of their life ; yea they have 
taught their tongues to lye herin notoriouſly , aud 
that not ta wes alone , but toghe Lord , of whome and 
of whoſe ſerviee they vie to fay it is not yet time , it may 
gy ts 7 

O yee jmpioug children of the father of lyes , can 
you ſay jtistrye,that every oneshoulde begin berjme, 
and.itwere notamiſle if it were ſee, and yertell God 
and men to their faces , that anyrime-is time enoughe 


ABELT'S OFFERING. "23 
thegreat and yniverfall«fize, whenall flesh $ball ar 
once,ſtand before him to give account,and receivere- 
compence,according to what they have done: 

Notwithſtandiu the World hath beene ever ful (& 
belt wilbe one day fall, of foe of themas repent 
not) ofſuch , as either:turne Gedune of all time ,'or 
bringhim in the cy le of all the time they live,and that 
houre of our life which fall's out to be bedamoiaach 
that a man ci neither ſerue himſelf northe World nor 
Satan, becauſe of extreme tmbecility of body,is reſer- 
ved for God,to ferue himin;though it bebutim ſaying. . 
Lard have mercy vpon me : And this they dreame to be 
enough to bring them to heaven , 4haz, or rheir Pater 
rs ot can bur have time to {ay it ) will make 
them happy ne, ry Arr for no had ſoe(poo- 
re Gndatin NE cert 


ting CY ont words | 
Gods glorious fre wards keg wil them Lo I, won 


bout any more 4 doe. Which jmagination, is wore 
hemous then ever fr, er apprebeinfion, 
pawns yr res ho matter of merit, 
are not {oe foule, as to fay that glory may be: gotten 
with ſoe ſlight deſert , 7 y they rt men to doe 
good works bezime,and obandantly ;I never read any 
of them that helde, heaverr might be had for a few- 


bare yo. wm ocecding from a minde , and 
ER  ficke thenarths pangs of death the body 
can 

And this peH#lent conceit ning time with 
God,is a yniverſall diſeaſe, At wes many that 
are gone,and infetted deſperately millions of men that 
yet 47 in the chriſtian worlde. Eve —_ throwe's 
off the dsy of this dury , & breake's 


% 
J 
| 
| 
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ment in the ance which were bound to ob- 
maar ax. ran mn ITY [ Thos shalt nor 


29,20, delay to offer thy firſt frait:) Whether of oxen, & cartel of 
har or eye thing 


Delay, isathi that the Lord ftill detefted in any 
ning thathe had for vs to doe he would never endu- 
protrattion of time ; he hath ever pleaded with his 
ele for hfand expedition and for priority befo- 
= ea,to be put in the frſ# place betore all 
Fell he doth deſerueto be, in the conſcien- 
cootibecrnenaacnaagebelitive And ajbeit, 
that bothcheſe be ſoe,thar the Lord harh ſoe lovedeo 
be frſe ſerved , and leathed in his ſoule to be ſet behine 
a , yet,as if prolonging, and p offthepraQtiſs 
,wereathing that would rather make ys accep» 
#4 george then deſcoblein bisfight: the divill 
{whois both Gods, and our «vewed adverſary herin) 
doth nat only perſwade jmpious to ſtay, & re» 
eris required of them in true religio, 
—__ al on into their mindes,and I 
= God,& ns gate 
knovk )mche tru fi poing'w 
8 arme's them toopEgheir mauth with 
w—_ heayen, todefend their dowb/c jrapic» 
demnableshifts to ſupport them therin, 
 -{rmaagn yecay holden faſt in the 


cordes of their 4 and /inger toe long in their 
finfull courſes pm. $95 ach > carriage, till ;:»e shalbe 
nomore,and iebe top late to wish tor the day of grace 
the day of Gods parience , and our repentance , w 
being now paſt & gone,we are to beare for ever , the 
righteous yengeance of rhe vrerang neglet of that 


Þ 


happy opportanicy. 


Itis a ſure thing that S-ta# never helpe's man to a 
Jmpionsbarrto doean evill, but healfo help's him to 
anjwpudent month to defend the fin he doth: and be- 


cauſe his pretences are ſ«h,and doe ſeeme foe plenff- Preten- 
ble,as that they doe miſleade the moſt part of men in Es for 


the worlde, let vs looke into them a litle , and ry 
whether they be carrant,or counter _ or haſe, by 
the trueſt rovch-#one, even the word of God , which ns 
truth it ſelf. . 

But before we come toany particulers, let ys pre 
wiſe a tewwords in generall to all ſuch as doe plead 
any thing in this particuler , to theend and purpoſe 


afore {ayd ; ler them therefore know,and receive for 


a memorandum thus much. . 

Thar all that they ſpeake'is 4g4infl God , and heir 
-Owne eternall geo : and that it 15 for the, Devilland 
his advantage to their owne everlaſting ewi/l. 

In all this p/ea,what are they ? Adverſaryes to God, 
and themſelves ;and 4dvecates for the Divell againſt 
themſelves. Butler ys heare them ſpeake , although, 
al they ſpeake,be not worth the bearing. 

They ſay(though God fay the er them= 
ſeives conlelldit 200)thet though nien Id begin 
berime, and it were well it they would, yet there is no 
ſuch #ecc#iry lying vpon it, that we should be ſoe nice 
vpon it : And why > | 

.x4. Becauſe ( as they car ſedly conceit ) a man may 

_ 100 much _ too much a doe "a9 
one be ſoe curious, & preciſe, at 
_ is time enouch ( for theſen matte 


T his is their firſt Ples, Wherin , I muſt be bolde to 
cake thele men ſ.2,hider they ſpeake when chey 


of Gods 


forvi 


Ice, 


rs) heare- ' 
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thus fpeake ) as they thinke,or not. Ifnot, what hel- 
lish ee itin pag evan'ta belye his.owne minde, 
Wl, wich is owne wwwh?what wotull impicty isit, to vtter 
| nv v1 ( in ethers hearing ) which a mans owne hart 
+. «. dathcontradi& within himſelf > If they doe thinke 
| . as they ſay ( which I thinke every man would be well 
| p adviſed before he would doe, it be knew «4 ) then 
| let vs ſec if we can shew them,what b/aſphemy is wra 
| ped vpin this ſpeach, inaſmuch as the therot is 
guilty ofthe fearfulleſt felony that ( ) may be 
committed, 


Note, God is robbed by them of his right,in the _ of 
their owne , Kd" char ye ofſuch other , as wi 
doe ths; delude. They are robbed by Satan ( butwit 
their owneconſent, tor they plead for the cheife) of 
that right which Chriſt Ieſus hath purchaſed for ſuch 
as are obedient ro his truth. 

; , Othersallo arerobbed ofthe fame good, by vttering 
theſe vngodly ſayings , to ſeduce then, fintully to ſer# 
of the time of their turryng tothe Lord, And I thin- 
ke the man that knew this , would nor be: ſo- free of 
theſe words, which areſoe Wwefs/ as we ſee, were 

| there noe more to be ſayd againſt then. 

| The e- But let vs comeneerer:, and pr5.more. narrowly 

vill of it. iro this plea,aud the further we goe, the more foule 
abhomination sball we finde, and detect tberts , and 
that-in diver: reſpecs,a few wherot, we will nctity te- 


; fore you. = , 
T. 1+: Thispleaſuppeſethan abſolute cearreinery of 
Evill. ____ more time yet rocome , and to be remaynive, 
vntoour lives:why should any man (4x commcn 
c + | ſence: ) lay: it is 21me epeagh beareafrer;it he were 
,' 1 -B&L- (av bo thinks )cafiired. of aore_time'to 


COme 
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Now —_ to ſurmize'i is Fat fin , inaſmuch as the 

Lord hath raughr vs roknow, that” Few ceatinof expte}' 

mach lefſe- warranr, ondliltank of rime ' ora moment 

more to breath in, then we doe already enjoy. Doth 

not the wiſe man rell vs, [ we 4now nor he 4 day thall coor ie 
bring forth ?} Dotlnotthe Apoſtle hoker much for A 
ws you tow nor What ihalbe } f ra 

irnortth ferrets the Goſpell'f ſoule rake thy 
eaſe,earr 4,and be merry then batt enough in Hove for 


mary ay hccn incor many on par 5 


moreto live out of #47, fulfilling thar of the Pro ek 
[ Deſruchow 5hall come pers he Vibe and he hal not 
{now the morning  rherof } et w ill theſc god] ns 
be'prefameing of mo#r' time: Links AA GLRAC Hivs f 

reafter. Noe , noe, wo have not ſpetit bar think pd, 
ſoe well, as that we ny vidertake for'more to come; 


had any man dealt VS aSWe ny | 
I aſſure ry ſeiſho d6alFndt ho +h6aldror eycke on 


* Bw 


had power to heme: him 'vp - the more wel doe 
cw ——— ut 

long ſince , deſerved -_ res halle fre , Arjen: not 

ring him bererofore, dare En 
bearcafier :'as & wewernceed 

— of future chings\ th . 


PR Thiithe 6 datactths TOE wp, 


ofthe ph Kay aſbogad;/- © 129755; 
> Thi - by pref i BN 4 "% 
more rime fimply, ae hari EvilL 


more) moretme of more and berte 


nenneps N EDTA God, 
cn'the proſontis. | * EY TO: 


And 


! 
p 
; 


, « CT A 


g PPE 6a i and much. more 
Eoeerpene in;the 3 er for howſoever every 


yitneſle in thecourſe of natv. / 
things 1 +/that have life doe teſtify, 
that the Lord 1s pleaſed to beſtow life & being-vpon 
TR es men ) as well 
ka Ki di jaar theifexrb elle ha 


Ae 
EE and thruſts of oh the callofGod, 
thing foe vn- 


eponan 


Res perueell eepe both one courſe 
rape booed due the b9/5 and precies: things. 


| 5 $0005beſt bring, & thawwwes 


one refe7.and:t be 

JC Lanne-in-the firmament; 
whbeenereh interrupted in her courſe ; but.the 
we of righteo! zes hath maxy.e ime beeno darkened 
5 remoovea (rom ſame places: 
4 d /cefoyr,the latter is for 


this nd[ 4nd 
ahrevy pans ons Fr [4os 
= ; thi: ts the. acceprable ſeaſon 
weatke e.] While 4s 44 called to day with 
e like every day in the years ,. is > 
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4 $5 
the day of grace,every time, 'not the ſeaſo# fit for this 
e. NY ON 
Pn FeoLord is not tyed' or bound in dety,togivey 
one day or ſeaſon; bur if inwertyhe pleaſe to offer ſo-* 
me few, no men may tooke for meny ; this gate isnot | 
everopen to every one,it isofren sbatt,nay ,it is ever hut Mat, 25+ F 
toall fuch as were nor ready togoe in, when it was ** ? 
open Gods calender and oor: differ much,onrdayes are 
conf7ant, we can ceartainely foreſee a yeare{or more) 
before ys,when ſuch a time will come; it is »or-foe he- 
re, the Lords a/menacke gives noe fuch light or fore- | 
fight , his heppy rimes , are hid from their eyes who | 
were shewed them long ſince, burwould: not /vex, and .- 
Shall not »ow,ſee them. Well may afinfull wretch fin- £ 
de ſome ſaints dayes there ;thatis, to his confuſion, 
hemay looke ypon the bleſſed ſeaſons,they have ma- 
de vie of, to give themſelves to the Lord, but his owne 
dayes he can finde none , but ſuch as be-pa# , and'all 
written in " on —_ of _ , forhis ries 
isypon him neglected foe great ſalua- 
Kone cj the ſcefox therof, and let the ox. Sond; God 
alone, till it be too late to goe about it. But let vs 
yt ſee ſomething further , what more will follow 


3- This pleais yetmorefoule in this third, then FEyill;. p- 
in bed the former : for why t it doth not only _— '*F 
preſume time, and: ypon time of grace, | 
(and both without God); but more , it preſu- cf 
meth zo diſpoſe this time ,and to order it to re= | 

tance at eur ples ſure. 

And herein ,what doe we? ( ſurely weare not well 
adviſed , in it) is not this to yſurpe Gods place and: 
prerogative?- - ans 

| S 
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We make our ſelves wafers of the time, and of 
that which is to be done therin , as if we might not 
only take the time Whew We Will, but alſo doe therin 
What We Will, and as if it were now in our pewer,and at” 
our pleſere,to give our ſelves to'God when we thinke 

bo wo {oa rw are _—_— ” vs, _ 
moſt vapleaſing to hi Ing ap tly prejudictall,ro 
his wiſdome and providence wherby allour deyes,and 
all our wayesare ordered, 

In his geodnes we live and move nataraly:in Nis mercy 
we live and move ſpiriceaty: in his power & alliftance, 
we doe any thing we ought that is heaven/y: and shall 
we arrogate ll chree to our ſelves, without any colour 
of ground or reaſon , and take theſe things ſoe bigh- 
ly , ( or rather ſoe bellibly ) ypon vs, as it wewere 
equall with God, yea, «bee him, rather, to diſpoſe 1h4t 
t4me to our ſelves, and in 1hat rime;;, to diſpoſe our ſel- 
ves tothar ſervice, which ( for our owne tormer con- 
tempt ) the Lord doth , and wil, deny ys in 69/47 that 
neither we $shall have time to brearh,or if we have, that 
yet no breath of ſpirituall life shalbe in'ys ; ro move 
towards any thing that is acceptable in his fghr, 

Our berters haye had better mindes, who have con- 
feſſed that without him, we could be norbing ; without 
him, we could beve nothing ; without him, we could 
dee nothing:and ypon theſe thoughts, have taft all _ 

rin 


things his ay 72 to diſpoſe, his powey to 
ro > his loving indnesand 2arcad encreaſe, ary 
encourage in vs; acknowledging both mem ſechves, and 


their ri#mesto be in his hands. It would well-become 
theſe that thus plead , topraQtiſe the ſame; which be- 
cauſe they doe nor , we ſee whatjmpiery.chey incurre 

in; yet is not this 47, more remayneth, 7 | 


4. This 


4- This plea of crime enough bes 
100 —— ye1,arguethtliat 
thinketheſe mo 1hengs to betrue. 

x. that God may be ſerved 200 long, 
2, thatthe Divel may be ſerved 200 /it/e. 

- Both whichdoe as ly flow from their fou/c, 
and j-»pare mouthes , as water from a fountayne ; for 
wherto {5 can their ſayings tende , ſeing ( as we __ 
before ) either God, or the Dive, muſt be ſerved of vs 
at all times,and wnril/ we have ſacrificed our ſelves to 
the Lord,the Divel/hath al our dayes. 

And may we thinke that heaven ca», or Wil, heare, 
and beare , the hydeous b/sſphemy of both theſe , or 
either of them ? what ? may we ſerve the Lord roo 
ſoone ? and , 100 ſoone give over the ſervice of Satan? is 
the divell become the better me/ter , and God the 
Wor ſe,that our /aff rime,may ſerve his turne,andall the 
reſt , litle enough for the other>who hath heard ſuch 


,& 


wY 


things among the heathen: , or fach as doe,as 
direct ty cendoiinely infiren ay nary for as 
if they did fpeake them? How vnreafonable , how irre- 


ligious, are both ? nay,how excecrable is either ofthe 
two by it ſelf ? the one applande's the Divell above God, 
the other «ba {cs the Lord below the divell, will either; 
can both be ſufered 7 were not the patience of the al- 
mighty i#faxe,theſe ſinners would fink into hed, yea, 
into the netbermo# hel), but ler them know; forbearax- 
& is 110 acquittance; he that doth endare this foe long, 
will in the end avenge it, with the heavieſt juſtice and 
wrath, that is 

revealed from heaven,or 

reſerved in hell 
4: againſt all other , ſoe eſpecially , againſt this mighty 


vng 


. 4. 
ming 'Evill, 


to the greate#? diſerace of him that is mo#? glorions, if 
this he not? and can we once ſermic? , thatthe Lord 
will ſaffer ſuch indignity and difparagemer art our 
hands & not r out his indignation vpon vs? Ef- 
pecially af withallwe well confider,cur eoxc jujury we 
doe our ſeives , beſides this jmpiety againſt the Lord: 
becauſe the lefſe ſervice we doe the Lord,aad the 
more we doe the divell,the more wotull is it for vs , in 
both reſped?s + for that /irle we would give God is rejec= 
1ed,and all that we doe for Satan is plagued, and fo by 
pwatatomgcendes the eternall wrath of his dre» 


Thusand no berter, then we have fayd , but mach 
worſe,then we can fay,is the ſequell of this firſt perni- 
CIOUS 4 which menmake againſt God,an) their 
owne ſoules, inthe proecraination of the r,and 
practiſe efthiscrmth.Nowifaman chould famme vp 
all cheſe together, would not the :9741l, be rerrible(thin= 
ke you) tothe ſoule thatis guilty in the /rems 

eo affure our ſelves of more rme of life, 
topreſume that ſome of bat , chalbe rinterdf 
ace. 
totake vs to diſpoſe of that time, what 
we meth 
to jmagjir ie God have teo and 
dhell too ib, ofour forvite | 

Is any ene of theſe anſwerable before God ? much 
leſſeare they «/{excuſable :noe noe, every of them is 
bigh rreaſon againſt 


honour who order's all time, 


"his 


mw 


- hs foe 
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ſeen, Nr wee fir add phe 

reafter for theſe manters: wofull man; that theſe 
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thes $ n truly 
irby Wh re wor ghen God were age A 
can any rime 
7 na a yen oi dry lo obo 
from the fr# day to the lef of all tims ; $0 ſee both 


the creation and conſemmetion of all things , yea, and 


adrie that tran could ro without Ffuhap; kndnor G 
=» bi 


fp op moment, but be evermore' 
bs honour God ?could this mas ſay 


TIES. 
Woh been 7 enki eternal! beyond WATT 


yer theſe ature momdeodre uothe Lord ocbo 
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£ od 
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dd airy i oe be nor, 
Wrvans, er eunfr 


an, , the author of them. Let ys lay our 
Feng ry a never to open 


thamegains co ſhed 50 ed joplons purpoſa.ve puepoſe,mheris, 


= , the divelt 


pro om hane 05 , 10 
h , to oe peros 1 


ca, that is deviſed and 
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tor non 
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vanityes, rage” 
rote This 


this lars there nepal 

or is mM ON 2. WE ie. 
then we ehll ee: tho PERIeHRrg 
er of this pretence,\ 


A 


Ee ES | 
chat is only w/e ? as if he | 
bat pare of or for bis 
cy nk rt ro doe it; but we will x. Thonl 


vs, tobe yen Te CIT. «ſon, berter 


whe, (ory crnurs) 
ND are ing bo' Evill, 
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ueſtion to live to ſee thoſe d 

q peoagoy my and yeares 

And this thwarteth all Gods truth touching the 

[T ppcepeaniatpandibeinrolimens kife-fes ofon nag 

| a every WTO) OR + the lives of rheſe men muſt be 


pr ED ” 00g Cogan er eng | —_ 
"1 nothings;they they are du 
65,72 oxmore och Horn hor 


wu) heh lived ſo many. 
=2 nor ſoe ome 51a * tm ey ſtores? 


ae ſome in the wor- 
MiB ne ce crete : and 
Mind eycs 
Were enghtehom: 
d , as any. that thus 


Sky DU! them, <<) 
elfe were heagde, and had beundc all 
res t F ISO r nog mult be 
p/axgpavry e Noe ex mult be oder God Rene 
bread fur perſwaded he is moſt willing 
exy.. But of this p ton. we layil lome- 
3 By: Alt ne TL ve re ſure 
* Y n were » 
Evill, r Rego radar on ſure 
gry 0 Ge 
] F907 a 

| et vel lock Kms hog red» 
wo Fer our ownc hart :what porta rh 
what, ,' there be aa t 
cl 1 dub re beepe ſoak t.and ſtcep' many yeares 


ABELS OFFERING, 


REO m_— 


bedzes,and powers of our Hs which: 

et por ned and envenomed all cur days, & 

ar now ltd dolly poſe, ;the hart herdened, the. 
, the blinded , the 


——_—y any ſperte of that qic ,benummed, and 
y c 

which m —_—_ a way oe 
for bac here 
aminde fravght with all o- 

—_—_— have beene affeted? what 

ke ew pre ri buts fois and a body that have 
both to be rebels your whole life, againſt 
him, andis there any power in the 
Lord,who have ſo/de themſelves li 
whomethe bas orner on ell come, ly 


we as his onne,long fince due 1219 hims,8c therefore will 

not Edure they should be givEto any other from hiev.. 
Ir is againſt all bumane.reaſon,and common ſence, 

that aman an HAITI ro yerer apr TRY 

dk - who hath) confumed hi in 


Fon. 


ving himſelf vp to God, am me_es Te rap 


t4me. Noe , Shocemacenzcd toit then fve:itisno 
ſuch b9t worke no mk can be foe quick atit,efpecially; 


theſe that have beene fo ſew'all their before: 


it will aske /onger time , and more a doe, itbe 
wel began, thentheſe doe conceit, doth belong 
to the my dale,and batbendrof it. 


' God fayth that no man can come to him: except 


be by be drawne ; theſe men ( it ſeemes) will come to 


45s 
piety ; what holynes? what purity ? in- 


_—_ iven to the 
, 16 fin,and. 


46: ABELS OFFERING. 
God, Wherber be will or nee, as if it were in their power 
r0 draw God to themſelves; but as he will not have his 
goodnes, and foe mach 4bsſed;,as robe drawne 
ro them; {oe neither, wil he endure,to have their rebel- 
lious and debanched life ſo much honvared, as now at 
laſtcaſt , to draw them to him : but even let him alone 
with them;who hath had their cbi/debood and yourh, to 
take their «ge too, and ſoe to have «f to- himſelf. 
Cuſromary in is not ſoe lightly caſt off, itis bred in the 
bone , it will not be eaſy ro get it out of the fleb , and 
that ſoe , as Gods ſpiris may inſtantly enter , as theſo 
doe moſt id waickends { (447 
Againe co rhe , what barecan God bave 
ro —_—_— the divells reverfon,or the leaving: of our 
lives ? the doceage, the deg-dayes ( as it were) of all the 
timewe live. Leto/de agebe well confidered , and the 
ſtate therof pondered,in our allother cree- 
reres that ſerve vs: is it not the owly time , wherin we 
caſt off, our ſervants ,or cartel, ro baſer vies, as being 
vaſit- for ears '2 Anolde Ba# , NOW OVErWOrnNe 
and decrepite, and not fitt toatrend his Lord any lon- 
, a's a licenfe to keepe'an «le-bdoſo or become's 
ſome cep#er,and ſoe is made ſervile to every baſe por- 
——— of good puce , of great price,. 
ore,for rhe ſaddle,the coach, now tothe myl, ro the 
barrow, to any meane dredgery, and at laſt,ro the degs, 
And can this age, wherin oe wanjs notfit for-evorbers 
ſervice, nor any beaſi for mantyſe, be the meereſt rime - 
forthe moſt high , ro be- ſerved in ofvs*whar shall we 
then thinke to become his, when weare a burden ro 
2-$ew. 19 the World , and to our ſelves , and both Weary of one 

35. another as Berzilai ſpake ro Dewid,of himſe 
- * Whatman would 


foc vied by his be4#as theſe 
men 


men(more vnreaſonable then bes/;,herin) would yſe 
God: Admitt a manns beaft (like Zalems «fe )could 
ſpeake, ifhe shauld fay to his me#er{ as theſe doe to 
almighty.) While Iam youge and //rove, I mult fol- 
Tap. vr 207. "wma Au leave till my olde 
_ then I wilbe yosr- to command, and give m 
to your . What would the owner an 
wer,thinke hudnmanggd 1-25 7-206) cy hae > 
DE EEEES and take him home to houſe, 
and make machofbim,when he were aged,and diſcaſed, 
and both vnfitt, and vnable ,to doe bufines ; ſurely 
noe; ifhecould not be brokew, and brought to worke 
before, he should be beaten out now, though he did 
e& himſelf. And muſt God take that from vs, which 
We will not endure from besſes? the laſt, the worſe, 
the dregs,and ref of our dayes, muſt they fallto 64 
Share? the only unfit time for any thing,muſt that be bis 
char. 11009 gages ae cenrantat Canoe 
ope of acceptation entertaynement in beaver, 
> 6a Race refuſe, and the world refuſe's our ſer- 
vice? 
,_ Wofull men , who hath bewitched yon, that you 
Should not belecue the truth ?Even S$47an,who becau- 
{& he would have you wholy biz ewne, doth therefore 
witholde you from being till you be vnebl: to 
honour him, and it be impoible ,he should reccive 
you ;itis be that doth abuſe you herin;heknowe's, it 
15 with men in reſpett of God, as with beaſes in reſpeC&t 
of arninchalc egy layoethey ace more fe ine Sgh- 
zer, then for ſervice, ſoolde men ( who have deterred 
their duty ) are xow more like to be of God, 


for negleQting it in time peF,then «ccepred for time to 
come, 


* 


Whatdod nor pci» 
all elde þ rene ing ere ror 


wee 


s to put on;oMe houſes todwell in;8 the ſame we 
of >-Sojertaer hems in their kinde , no man 
care's for,or 's Bur this is wonder ful, 


thatmen who tharths frat s owr fin in other crea- 
rures make's them ynſerviceable to vs , yee ſee not, 
fmit eb dencreaſfing in vat ſoe longrs 
hich e vs ſor to « Time,y ogy; 0h 
corrupt lots kde Jo op th greys 
%own,7 on of all make's men (by this recs 
k oning ) moſt ## for God: the only rime chey _ 
for him is, when fin hath had his greatctt ſ#47,all 
lives before : ; as if the corruption of opr nature, ge 
life, had noe power art all, to ewfteble , orvnfirvs, for 
oor God. Is not fin our fpirituall ficknes; and the 
deſperate diſſe of our whole man ? hath ir not 
quality , to cate quite chrowgh all rhe prey 
or yes all the p wala our Des ;ropollate, 
infect, af tyraiaaiixbe ry darrdar 3 
you) would entertayne, at « To diſcaſed,and in Det 
man into his houſe, as more fit for his turne #ow,then 
in his former times, Deke was fee from theſe cons 
tagious maladies ?thinke oc hnphrer reaſon) what 
pron yremhey® han ve,to qr Fon 
commers, wor /e c4je, tO 
the mo#7 Fr= bpaky may ere a Prince, - 
Now then,if we ſee teaſon to conceive,(as we cant- 
mil nd enlighten xn Borks bx that on 
wilfull, and w aur # 
poke ed Aud IQ CHI god nya 
=p dd hiin from having hare, gracio 


$0 accept of vs,then this plea is pernicious to vs ,' an 
wo 


$ © IFFFTTED C 49 
we{now we know it ) moſt jmpious in vrging it, as we 
1 have done. Bur let vs come tothe 6 8laſt, plea, 

for thisproroguation, ar Db hk 
4+ tis pleaded, that rhereis mercy with God at Py þ 
any time, evenatthe le# caſt, as the theife on Plee, | 
the crofle did well finde,and foe shall we , wwe | 
bope why should we not,evenat our af breath. 
This pretenceis pat ypon vs daily; ypon all occa- 
flons we heare ofit , at «/l romes it is layd inourdish, 
ro bo/Her'yp rebellion againft God, and'to beyre re« 
pentance vnto life. Noe wwrd of God foe wwebabuled, 
no Werke of God more, Tirpooddeat of the Loods 
extraordinary mercy , is made the ordinary packho 
to all mens jmpiery t and ſeing he was pleaſed 
ro be ſoc gracious / e»z,he hall fare che worſe wh 
many, for millions of men doe builde their graceleſſnes, l 
ypon this grece of his. | | 
Bur becauſe we finde by. piritull experience , that * 
| 470 ou alt 
ppmm copier Akon fone nozik anperahia 


mo ha5&ney wheron 

| tion aid as he goe's ticks and Winces, | 

xXIs long ſi oving+kindnes : I'will the- 'F 
refore endeavour the thatI am albe,to ſee i 


if ſome may yerbe nected; thatare gone farre, and or- | i 


ber! nitay be #a54d,that are comming after , and 
prevewted;thatare ſetting our, to run this rep , 
Tace. 
Vndoubtedly,did nica deliberate at all,or could any: ' | ; 
We conſideration enter into their ſoule's , they could. [ 
not thus plead, uld nor produce, this rereand | 
warchiefſe example'of favour and grace , I 
G their 


F0 LALLEECLS . 

their owne yngodly prophanes & . Yea,and 

toadde angrber, eyillto all ce ret in e yery vie 

and yrging of it;to wit,t and uſe the ſacred 
word of God, and to#baſe, and profirate this glorions 

1, workeot his; either of which, whoſoever doth, he 
doeth it.co his wn defiragion,he deftroye's himſelf in 

£ 


% 
- - 


4 - the deede,it the.ape/ le fay true in one. place;and 
2. Cor, 4. 19 164, where be tell's vs , that if the Goſpellbe 


3.4, #d4(andiocitis torthem, thatcas ſeeto doe nothing 
. twabulſe it} @ 41 hid ro 1 em that are lo, who 
arehudwinekt bythe divell, that they diſcerpe, nor 

the tre ſence, & v{@of the fame, bur yrge it, & argue 

from it, to ſuch ends.as God doth «bherre , that now 

his word muſt weewde bimfelf, and. nothing hall be: 

made fuch an; his di ras that: which 

heoxce did, to-renowne'himſelfs,, and the g/ory of bis 

The E- goodnes , and favour for ever;; And how we 
vils of it negine alan wilamgon that hig.omue «Gd, Should 
be thas miſtaken a5 #0 be' made | Weapons, againſt his 

owne mweefly,which be ned toe. deftroy gur.jm- 

piety, Doubtieſſe, that theite, that maletactor, never 

did halte the robbery , er any vileny romperebleto that 

which theſe rnen doe, who thas abuſe bis example, ta 

wrong. the Lor&,and+heir,bwneſaules ( and! the ſou» 

les of others-) ſoe + y as they. doc... And 

that they may ſceand vnderſtand , ( as they $ball, if 

the Lord bave; a purpote 46 fave: them,) we will 

crave your patience andatiention « 46-OPcn 10 par» 
ticuler , the heavy and hydeous evills , that are com- 
ate this inſtance of Gods grace ', is ſoe 

* az + This is- to\ make elhat: commer, and ordinary, 
Evill. which God bath made pronlier , and — 
| ina» 7, 


ABTT:S OF | 
 dinavry. | 
Is it not thus ? obſerve, and you ; Shall Gs's what | 
the Lord did at oner1me only and never before, nor | 
fence, (that we tead off) to ##e man only,8& not toany I 
ther bur he, (for a ſecond exampleof ſuch favour is not 'F* 
to be found in all the revealed will of God;)and vpon h 
a caſe , and conſideration which $hall neyer be ſcene | 
againe , Chriſt being but ovce offred for vs. This doth þ 
every man vrge as his owne at a/rimes, and in aca Gaſes, 
without a4 confideration of theſe perticulers | 
mentioned. " 
Is not thisto eclipſe, nay tocancell,the gloty of the | 
living God ? and to caſtthismoſt precious pearle befo- 
NE: ery proptaneperon chat ng vader | 
eve n ,that the greateſt 
riches of his NN Load bo reached out tothe 
veryeſt wander ine world et build nothing bur 


contre loving kindnts ofthe of God ? If it 
bei har 3 oor wake, Hem par han 
words Witbour know ge ( '(asitis id) nk 


ic Hoe ribedes be's thity: 
hindnes of God , Arey, "rr againſt  orkte 
theſe cannot bur be, to 
abuſe then? pal 


Yoe the ſame. ance. 


” —_— A a a. a 
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meate or drinke, bamarbeparobeng the ſame mea- 
nes to feede hi 

Once, Naaman washed in lorden and was cleane : 0n- 
6e,men were throwne into a fery oven, and not burnt; 
Once,a buh did barne and not conſume; once , Chriſt 
ſmote all his exemes downe witha word or two, Why 


__doe'snot«/!ltheworld vpoa theſe perticulers, 


and reſolve to be releiv - ſame mi ſerzesby the 
ſame meanes ? It were a thing ſoone done, rodelivera 
—_—_ moreof the like inſtances,wherin and from 


ery of which, we argue as. warrantably., as 
waxy this of the theife fe utthe the world is Wiſe enough, 
not to be ſoc befooled,, in thefe things that belong to 


the body,they can ſee and fe fe Aru eres = EXtraOr- 
Cinary,& mirgcpſags ro r e: 
And are ye not b6 diy th the prince of. - ee 


| _— ſoules) that yee should not more clearely ſee = 


ſame , in this.that NE body roo, and 
the exer ſtate of both.?. 4 chere abſurdity insbeſe, 
in :h424ee thoſe inſtancesſeeme extraordinary, 
aye ſeeme ſoc commen ? cannot you Mega 

to ah the benefit of thoſe, being MR 
; muſt thi; be for all men, which is S rbleſ ? abr 


"* tedly, ceitheryou muiſtilogkcmiem all: «/ike , with 


a ſiwgle Ire nd oeerne them to be PE tes = 
ble ; or acknowled ig: ta eycebo ; wee 
e's pet, ; hi ame, King 


Eroarn 
But the _ tag ets 4 ſce.are $arans, 


tic AS: Ehrman thanene nts then 


% oe 


mat eanelirencs. ds man care to ger 
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we enrol ro 


den phyiike «for 

— CIS 
Moan Bffe at vs , as moſt Wirles focleauay 

our owne belje;,our bodyes, our dangers , would t 
vs to doe better, he muſt famich that gapes for quailes 
out of the cloudes, and he muſt perizh that looke's for 
Naamant cure , & he have his 1broet cor, that waites to 
haveall hisencm yes layd flat witha Word: men will ſay 
ro portis of reaſon in theſe things, & the 
Lord (and the truth ofhis religion )ſay 
agg wen if thou hadft an eere opened, a winde 
IEG to heare and ſee it ; as litle reaſon would 
ppeare in 1bis one , as in all the other, & thou wouldft 


ly ſee the; jnevitable perdition of thy ſelf, in 
fo pegged as in any of þrte 5) va dnemaer 


* Doobur conſider well , whither this doe not ſpo- 
le, & vtterly make voyd, the verry marrow, and pub, 
op and jexceof Gods ſacred word; Imeanc the 


«* 
= 


true «pplication of the ſamo ,, wherin convifteth the, 
life vertae, of all that God reveale's, aud he that 
mores" FE 
er ty | ' | [ To 
or, to exlarg mg | 


ohis, that it. taker fl) hors oF Gate bonndbs. on 
doe excrede them ghallfinde A yet Juſt nerfans 
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aint chock2 tight of Enowlodgand conſcience 

doth borer Dale der! Oe, hFregs Few. Sos 
nor $ £41 wor 

God and ſuffers S&r4s to be his interpreter vpon it,re- 

ceiving his e/oſſe,and embracing the divells COMMERntes 

75 vpon Gods rexe, 

= is,that make's this peayle, (even this pevveleſ 
noſe roam ) as ordinary as any pibble Howe 


mn 
withalf, tb 


hae I call ita pear/e,andIacount 
en ſe; becauſe it cannot be perele- 
in any but wasa ter] wonde 
prot tro Fi 
' £0 the par/ ——_— wy 
tothe ou Cn Gale hams 


4 


 1"\t6'the party 915 whithes {ewes dime 
Forthe Ria wittha pay ny br bony oh , it was peru 
tiar to Teſus Chrift, who was God, & ſo could give gr- 


ee,and forgive ; and convert aman in one moment,fully 
nd woot (f jt would trouble the 


worm #NMnmtance;, that ever 
erdinay wines Mon 2 hath done as 


much, 
wheonghe  _ it was peculiar PC anot 


cheer god 


i rocnnr SEE n 


% I * 4 | "2. © y y 4 
dinary r (penance ce cexpraſed in many 


ſudgdame TY 
bis fl, a fri - args 
him, and conde th d his low 
jothre ISS ” made on 4 4. 
& that »ow, when he was torture, 
where he.could alſo,(not Ls , 
in#am(;Did ever SANE dry tree, =o 
wo in-an i##ent by any ordinary courſe?Thetig tree: 
pe Fong 4 mirdcu feared. , BY: ſo 
fove pobere with aword of C TY an 
not his bleſſed, which ſo ſaone did 
Dad's evans ny D&F,Wa5 it nOCA great greater,even 
a double miracle,thatſuch a brawbleſuch a rebe/l,should 
become an #/jve,and hopes plentifully = firſt Gays & 
houre,of his 
Now then i ew be thus, 5, thetla each of the 
and diyers other inſtances , this were 


dienkie;, a nr 1s it that FORTARY = 


Cena wel,thou 
thou le Bert 
againe i 
23 p39} api wth 
CE I bing 
trer of the twa 's 20 peu 
wil ahem is dicty to comer ji "hway Ju apo rambrfy, & wnto 
Whome Koive, thenoref fraiczof repentance ex- 
ben , may thou be affred te pede 4s 
thi theife 


Other Warrantize I can give none vpon any, gther 
Gnrmnes then theſe ,in any cawmoncaſe: howlocyer it 


$ moſt true , that there want not evidences , nor expc- 
riences, 


6 


Note. 


"58 


got to heaven, the ſame dey, with him. 


 1e)is condemn 


-4 —f— _ = .. 
 INEENTA 


riences,at any ſuch time as the Lord hall pleafe to 
r#c of this example, every way tha: extra- 
ordinary)noſuch matter can be concladed,as moſt men 
would make ofit: To delay whatis dne to the Lord, 
and to reourne what he commands, hath no ce/evr of 
dor reaſon here , to doe ſoc is more then this 

rheife himſelf did, who baving(in all likelyhood) lived 
all his 1;fe without God,or any meanes of good, doth 
EE tee eotane. 
,nay thew being daily called vpon , Lord, 
doeſt off thy comming to him , 4 example, 
wed pemys—rien ares. ub Nr ion don worſe 
thenhe,doe'ſt to =-_ = 6 ond Fete 
| y may the juſt | on Our 
of thy mouth, and revorrit vpon thee, who pleadeft 
jc urmprny, 3 of thy ſervice tothe Lord , by his 
pretence, that made more then erdinary baffe to come 
to Iefus Chrift, and went ſo fa#,towardshim , that he 


-— 


rr rn/re ene re er ror eee en 
man(thar prefſe's this preftident to 5 purpo- 
: out'of His owne "mouth , and the” 
mouth ofjnjquiry is #opped'by rhat very evidence whe- 
rebyirdid open ir ifygint heave, And this is the 

ariſerh from rhe miſaled- 


of Chriſts to ene malefactor , to prevent the 
#r# fruits of that du 
creator ; and 1 that ordrnavy to rvery one; which 
he'was pleaſed tojmpropriate but once, and but to ove 
alone, And ifthey be ſoc deepe at thefirit Fep , _ v3 

| 6 
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looke a litle further how Mm" forward this wa 
” ANTE apy Nw eta i perk 


2, — perverſe';" 8 ed preſſing of this thei 
ler, to that end which- + > men 


ir, doth breede moſt evident and jrrecon- 
able conadittions inthe tires & milth 
bare, berweene ove partof is bleſſed word 

and another, - 31 ANAL S G1 
Arid he that doth thes, (iſhedid knowwhat: he 
doth )doubtleſſe,would tookearetlabwirt.him ere hs 
would offet it': For why?to ſet the ſcripture x 
by the cares, wharisit? Is it not (as wasob befo- 
re)to make God uno ſelf; and. whoſe word 
it is)s yer, forifone ther; all 
cannot be true ahd bats >; it noe to expoſe the 
facred booke of God tos comrempr.,: intaking from it 


that incommunicable property,and-prer —_— 

that it hath abone all Zookes vnder 

more at abſolute wwity wwthin acc 

lke humane writings wHictrare full 

pre worrying = 
«ih yayne,and ro k ou in your fins? 

es Ae reed orgs od turf rb manor ey {be 

rnſounde and not fuch abſolutetrath,asmay bears 


both , thenis neiebertoany-purpole? Nay, is itnor 
- bringall toveterand moneijes corfuſin, by sha- 
king Geds foundation;and overthrowing the whole: 
frame of his bleſſed building; thus 'infaillible 
rruth of his owne, one /u/e where? ifir 
ſemee Wordeotallcthereftwould be thought rree , and 
toe theſe (like thole PUN d mates au papacy” 
ub of ond in10 # bye, 
H 


itirshould be fab 


2* 
Evil iſ 


wi pred tar God and paſt 
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| Now isnot. is this riptnre.,. 8 


ſerting. againit. another, ?. 
Spe it,and ſay it alſo. For F> 
allqueſtion , ( v — 


areas nt —— will have whe aan ofvsall, we 


for that, 


this evermore caſt in our dicb , from == 7Is it 


not to plead far ton of pi hagrafony © 
do'sit nor makn; mes fay (through, 
ty)that i&:15-190, ſary EL 7 puny 


1:me enough tor things in (me pocome Fo | + rr» 

{ etna wards made the only refuge of all rc+ 
God,and a commer pry ſon to early, 
CE duty, that wo owewary biz dow normen 


$085 wexches and fiſhed 


» when they haye «bus 
ena ance 10 wwWorall,tharse can lay 
ants what coll yon tig bucronrradider 
whenyous ey armies of God,againkt 
” Wor 


; when be 106 


"ns Teal MR Ie naloperteal] , with 
which wizzover hewed $0.Q06 1man, at the 
pry eek ro con fate {a2 mer 


of ſeriprure by anot- 
ber: to overthrow Gods werde, by Gods Worke , an 

ſhe to divide Gad/againlt Gedgas Saran againſt $457., £0 
wake theb atd-ſayawivog, in.ove place, and inanot- 
"%2þer to vnſay it : :and ( fina/.y ) to draw from the Loxd 


bimſelf 


V' ''P 


ABPT S O'FFBL 


himſelf a «5 gation phcl Arſe 
or ve ape. 9 loemany p 5 of his /#w,he show- 
le releaſe, and cancelbin ewe 

Let any man whoftne': 


_ orh ir,chalbe rem from him, & e anc 
reprobates ; the jud t and cone aheſe <7 
eraceriof God and degreversofhis holy wotd, ſleepeth 


not-;and there is'nve way to thn, or Eſcape ie, but © 


a through ju of ſclves, in refpect of this 
rw a if ropthvy whoſe moarhes have 


ſpoken it, wad whoſe myndes have thoughtir ; ven 
ance 'shall ſurely overtake then, Even ;ho' = 
which is Uuvyto fuch/ss doe this infufferable þ 'Y. 
to God, and his word. | 

Thisis the 2. Fe they tread, hs follow hs Way 
& we ſce tt firtk's po then ths Tore breech 
dreadhill confuſion Se? cannot be "if this 
feartull evill be norabandoned.” Let vs cn 
= "he producing an 


— God, nee wb bias lar margin ens 


breede,and ingepder many doo zad 
- (4 wilt blaſt IT _ | 


of 
I — Te SE 


EESOFFRING.) 

| 4a joan of thaks wang monſtrous vntruths which we 

_— ha perſeaſian that by 

1,1t 5 wit a 14 that 

_—- 0. l {criptureawe ———_ rnethe «by 

Evill, To thatlong /ince we SEED vnto the Lord. - 
Wherasthe dou ghoſt is clearely oppoſite here- 
voto: God calleth\tar,nothing.were, -{ as we: have 
beagd )cben the #7, and condegmnethnothingmore 
putting off what be command's, His fervants, 
prac as be ef analy called ) have madeallthe 

haſte and expedition that. was paſſible : So faith D- 
Plal.119, Vid LT raw Foes the of f 1hy. commendemens: | and 
on, 60,  againe ade (WIS þ ks hog heepe thy righteous 
AQ, to, a Sos pang ro qt 5 I ſent for thee 
, g ne { Paal faith the ame ofhimſclt [zmwe- 
Gln. 1 with flegh and bleed 6) The exi- 
nec ofGod c duty is vadenteble: the 
: in of not Ee loc is in rxcnfables yet by theſe mens 
argumers hafen ne God thats ſoc cager tor expedjri- 


. 2 RE thould aber = ho cones 


Li 


notonl c 
| 140M; defay fi EE men png: uk 
; _. ming (4g4/nif af geod ground), finde 
| "& Schr 4 of MEL! oinctpſer did. 
ow $t0.,Drc 4 w pron, 
is to preſy wp 7 found, 
for, (for © oug rw 
ba him Sc 01S odecferarers 
ao engage Toke 
Far I" a Me ene | 
M 90 Py ETD delayiin yas 9ds: 
Catyes, I ney won meant,and of mercy tor pre- 
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ſum delay which this rhciſe never found? shall . 
Ce come the prop of our preſumtion}/awhenitis | 
+ fin that his ſoule hate's , and tie isſoe fare from ha- 4 4 
vingan in fore for it;that he hath nor greater' } ; 
Fore of juſtice heaped vp, ſcarce againſt ay yngodly- L 
nes;& they that be fao/1y are (a to ſtove,or treaſure w/p 
wrath dgain# the day of wrath,that 15,0very day to'aug- | 
ment, enlarge ,and vrito their owne damnation. Ry: 2, 5+ 
This jmpiety is #exr neighbour to that which is #- 
pardonabie, if once a man be ——— that he da- 
res offend pre ſumpreceſy;he bad:neede berhinke bim- | 
ſolf where be 5 ; and what be dee's,; the next leape may”, 
beinto the bottomleſſe pit, eſpecially ifhe sball adde 


pre- 
ſumption ypon God, becauſehe knowe's that by i ſoe' 
doing,he ry provoke God againſt them, to ie Ea | | 
xe them forever. But lervslookeyetalittefirthers © x \ 
3. The vrging of this example th#2, doth looſe w5;8- { 


quent of | this - aLegation +3 doe we not prefle It | 4 
to put off that whereynto we are 'buind ; m1 to ; 
ous lives , 6 to be. free to: | 
 atthe laſt day, or houre, 
ted that 
peace »{o0de, 


Note, 


' - howcaw 


, and 


_ with rondirion , of their 


62 ABELS OFFERING. 
and alt other favesrs from God ? and that we muſt be 
acceptedalfo > 1 } 91124749 
Soweare free; God is bound: we are free from dary 
during our pleaſure (and a great deale of kindnes 
We nei have for many yeares, and doe him no-fervi- 
ce) but he is bound to meynrare vs tilwe come , and 
entertayne vs When we came. And is itnot feartufland 
hydeous juplery Sar vsto ſeeketo enflave the Lord to 
our finfull - and to ſet our ſelves at &berry in 


them Ii 

Bur perhaj willfay, God hath bound himſelf 
fayi er < reprow "x funner (hall repent bim | 
Chriſt hath, done the fame ſaying [ he #bas 

commeth tome 1caft not away]. = | 
WelLif{touching the former therruth of 
thoſe words ( they are not tarrerslly expreſſed 
in any text) thatthe Lord will refuſe none , but'is 
to take them when they come, yerIlhope it is 
ing as they 8#ght to co- 
me ; thatis', with warrant from him , at his cal: with 
abjlitze of from-him rorepent:without both the- 
ſe, itis anjmpofhbility'to come , andit we come not 
thus, (as we are bounde to doe)God is free ro refuſe ws. 
Now: they that |bave' refufert to:come' arhis call in 
elle imchoreiedayerandnelecung rac foe 
in rs Oolong; 
hope to haveit at fuch shore Ing as 
alitle before death ; or, (asthe moſt of rhem ſay ) at 
the la# geſpe? and without theſe catndt come?!” 
If the word | when ſerver, ]:or,{ ar what rimve foever 
&c, ] Were in therext, I hopeit muſt bevnderſtood 


of Gods time ;uot' of awrs pit muſt be one of vs f when P 


not of oxrs'; we mult nor beicheſeryro tye into our 
| - R@v9 WT '- Fine; 
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time ; noe , heis our commander and may binde ys to 
bis : now all [ whenſoevers ] or' [ what times ſoever | are 
pot the.cimes that he callethto Sepentance. for. ( 


des what we ſayd before )that they cannot ho ve.of Note. 


any. time to be called, who. have refuſed the time 
wherin were called: we finde in the parable ,thar 
after the elceventh houre, God ſent not out to. call 
any-it beinga time 200 late;to begin ; & t005hort,to ende, 
any buſines of bis, shewing thatour laſt houre isnoe 
time for ys to ge to God,or for God to regard ys. 

The fame isthe ſence of the. latter ,. which Chriſt 
faith : ſoe that God is hound tows in kijpdaes, when we 
was our part of obedience, Doe your duty, 


Doe not make ke fach Wylde and volimumiced propo=- 
fitions,vaderſtand what God faith with all reyerence, 
wiſdome , and ſobreery, know ,that every word of his 
flowe's from infinite and vnſcarcheable Wiſdeme , and 


therefore muſt be conceived * Ok as doctrine of Note. 


'y,nok of liberty, 
ay 5 Beware of byuding G Tank thy fel ; leaſt 


feete,and 


CEE occaſio woheſet him 

e e give,vs. any n E » 

ay yer ey ook ropolitionswe doe. 
2 pray pets Tee, was his Eos 


baton. ny «oo puts a atreane can jarde' 


[el aguumarthe #7 he gene choſen whe- 
ther ever he would — god wordar noe;; 
now ſeinghe bath , be acknovienged. as hk - 
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love,and let vs confeſle our ſelves boand to titt= 
le ofhis truth, that doth or may concerne vs,and give 
our bef obedience we can to the ſame canon rep 
ving allwayes that we can give #o better. Be it 

from vs thus to ceprivare the Lord,ſoe much as in one 
thought it is abhominable,itis for malefaors (ſach 
ns we are)tobe beande,not for him who is God almigh- 
ty,and to be bleſſed forever.And be it as farre from 
vs to free owr ſelves, butallwayes to confeſſe our ſub» 
jejon to the Lord withall humility , yea to accome 
It our be# liberty to be bounde to him ,' whoſe law is 
abfolure berry. The ſervice of Saran is the baſe? bon- 
dage that can be, and to __ him) witholden from 
God( as weare ) till the /a# of our lives , is abſolute 
ſlavery, and that whereby he meane's wwdeedet what 
ſoever he precend; todeludgys)to/pull vsinto his ow- 
ne chaynes, tobe bound vp with himſelf for ever,for 
refuſing to come-ynder Gods yoake,when he did call 


vs, | 1 
— Thus weſeceintheſe few ſteps,how ſarri from bee- 
wen, how neere to bel/theſe men goe, that make ac- 
count to make but one leape from earth to heaven, 
and that atisſ# caſi too ; if we should follow them 
further, in ſuch other moſt blafphemous and curſed 
conſequences, as would as welt flow fromi'rhis exams 
ple(as they aledge jt)as gny'of thoſe we have noted, 8: 
refuted ; we goe with them to bel/ geres, and 
ſee them her ##, to the reſt of theit fellowes; who ha- 
ve lived and dyed ity'the «boſe of this wrd;and Worke 
of God,becauſetheir,harts & lives , were «bu againſt 
Frrmar they a—_ got 4prs to him,when he knockr 

ea ſonublyro their falvation', but depended the 
mercy Shewed tothisrberfe, without any confleraon 

| 0 
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of theſe «rber things that are thervnto appertayning, 
noe the divelt vill ice herecham once dreams, : 

Either of the extraordinary occaſipof his converſion, 
which was to expreſle the power, 8& honor of Chriſts 
diety, even now, the time of his greateſt abaſem7?. 
Or, of the extraordinary meancs of his converſion, 
which was Chri#t himſelf, 

Or, of the exrraordinarymanney of his converſion, 
which was in a ſmalrime,on the galower, or gibbert, 
or croſſe;call it as you will, 

Or of the extraordinary manife ation of his coyer- 
fion, by the benoer he gave to Chriſt , the 1hame he 
tooke to himſelf, before all Chriſtes enemyes,and 
his owne,& that effeftuall prejer of faith, whereto 
he had ſoe ſweere an anſwer. 

| Theſethingsand the like,shall not ence enterinto 
the jmaginations of theſe men ; they only remember 
he rad mercy, without any further thought of any 

afthoggs particulers , that reſpe&ed cither 

' -Whar Chriſt did,or why;or What he did;no,Seten hy- 
de's theſe matters from them, leaſt they should(ſeing 
ſoe many Words,and deedes ro8, went to this bargaine) 

bethinke themſelves better of it, and not re# in ſuch 

a fight conceir of the matter as have done, This 
prefident, the divell make's his pretended pick-locke 

ro open heaven to all theſe that he can thus delude: 

but t proves imrrarb ; his piofullby which, millious of 
men tumble into hell,inthat sf moment of time,whe- 

rein all their life before, they made full account to . 
goe to heaven: & ſoe betore they are « tvare, the bot- 
tomeleſſe pit bath ſwallowed them vp, & there they 

lye bowling in endles;& caſclefſe miſery,who thought 

verily , to have bene with this theife in glory. ! 
OC, 


6% 


&. Ve. 


| at. 4 = 


Noe,noe,his conveyance was Every way , and in all 
reſpects extraordinary, his paſſage is jmpoſlible ( for 
enghtwe know ) to any other ; eſpecially for choſe 
who would goe the fame Wey , and yet regard not at 
all the way he went. 

Thus we have waded through ſome few, of thoſe 
manythings, which, are ordinarily alledged to hinder 
the happy ſucceſſe of this facred truth of: God in 
mens harts,and their happines by the obedience and 
practiſe ofit. We will now goe no further in this way, 
the further we paſſe the fowler it will , and. 
cur is.chatſuch asare not.gone #90 farre,butare 
yet within cal, may be recalled, by this yoyce of God, 
which hath colde them the danger of every Hep they 
have gone as yet, & the damnarion that they will run 
into ,t they ( tall goe 0n)& returne not,in due me, 
to fave themſelves, from the wrath to come , which 
& reſerved forall ſech , asrchiſt Gods revealed will; 
and Labour to defend their prorredtion of duty , and' 
their practiſe pan; ſuch plea's and pretences, 
as come from t originally,wherento,(they that 
perſiſt in them)muſt goe erermal/y,. 

Andto goutines many of them as is poflible;. 
naw they have done pleading for in, (agunlt the ho- 
nourof Gad and the good of their owne. ſoules ) we 
will begin to plead both for God, and for thew , and 
my ny they may have by this-bleſſed: truth of 
bis, if. they have as may yet be mooyed & 
perfwaded re embrace the fame. To which end , ve 
now come to our third vie , wheria we $ball make 
tender ynto thera of ſuch moriers , and confiderations, 
un 4 aryng any bars, ( that is not wholy bardened 
aud vp, or by Saran , to aferke ſenclefſe. 


; CORN 
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condition) , to yeeld both acknowledgment & obc- 
dience, to that which (in this behalte ) the Lord re- 
quireth of them, C L 
The thing the Lord ST the fr # fruits of 
our lives to be bis, that afſoone as we can wnderrate 
any thing , we should ber«te our ſelves to his ſervice; 
and can-we conceit he doth this without right, or 
reaſor? Farre-be —_— jmmaginations. from 
.our harts. Let vs e ſeriouſly, ſome few rs 
that be powerfull , and perſwaaing with vsherein, 
And belt we will begin with thoſe grounds w 
legally, the Lord requiredthem' , which it we 
and paralell W tO their morall , we ſee 
enough to moue men, to doe as God would have 
them: Note then,thatthe f&+ſ fruits were to be given 
to theſe enſeingends, | 
1, That the Lord might'be honoured in this fa- 
vour and power , w he gave [ſarel/ that 
goodly land, by giving him 4s right inthe fr ff 
eve IS 
The fri#of all ws the Lords right ,and a riae 
ted to himſelf, by his owne ordinance and decree: 
he that gave it not, mb'd God'of his dee,and was guil- 
ty of the higeſt thar conld be commirted; 
Yea, the Lord was foe abſolure herein;thatall the 
F*# shonld be entyreto himfelf, that if it were nar 
given bjm, yetthey might not reſerve itto their owne | 
vie , as is evident in that inftance of the «ſe, which ©*:4:% 
Þeing an yneleane beaſt, it was to be-redeemed by 4 ©** 
| lambe, butit the owner aid not redeeme it; he might - 
not let itlive ;but me# breate rhe neck of it], - © © 
© Now then,whoſcerlinotthrough this haddow;that 


eur fr# times the Lords abf6lnte right; and that we 
» Me I a are 
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are thejuertoour God, if we giue not our ſelyes to 


him, and etus we may not jmagine to be 
anſwered ; it is no matter to be;falſe tothe 
mighty. to be a robber. ofthe. moſt high ,-ara$not our 

will fave vs, yet h#s booke(if we wilbe ruled by it) 
will shew vs the meanes how to be' ſaved.: The re- 
proach of beinga.cbeife and a rebber js great. . but the 
punishment is greater, ho gba gopres} wot inoorgly: 
of it, will afſuredly rue it. 

2, God will havethe/f/ fromvs,, what we might 
-  haverighttrotheraitfrom him.) 

Till he have hiunothingoſall, ye tuve is 06rs when 
pay BT rg. ne me then, (and not 
- till then ) he to the; re#, and this is as 
pogopan — Cage 

Wherinas we ſee the great & moſt graciou - 
CnotGed. ingrained = 
that what we have, ,we.might, holde irfrom bim in a 
— remare. SOR: r and 


Every Og Dd a that. — not the Lord 
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but hereis a courſe that would-ſpare a/myltitude,nay 
«ſour trangreflions , forfrom the time we are the 
Lords , he reckon's #o /i# to ys, but agcount's:vs righ- 
zeons,and accept's vs blameleſſe in his beloved; 

Now toavoyd fin,with the dizhoner it brings to God, 
with the damnetion it brings tovs , (yea , & to others 
too,by oar —_— who would not r6der the Lord 
his right, & moſt freely let him have his owne fr v:,that 
S414 might never have #: as his owne fr5 God, Aſſuredly 
he that coulde ever conceive the Lords damaege,& his 
ewne diſadvantage,by fin : what glory God wants, what 
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reable to Wworke ous gar ſalvation ;and more ſare topo» 
{ee the ſame. A mans life isa beavenvpon earib, when 
his are wel growne in himhi aftetion 4s con- 
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the 1ime angry wes ery 
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6 15 tothe Lond, Whoſe weare,and Whoſe all our da 
d all our ebiliryes both of body and oulorffow 
bi we have them % ay if he have them nor ffow 
<*(againe)in dey cit had becne better for vs we had 
pever beene borne, 
Lay theſe holy confiderations to hatt,& offer nor 
10 preſume vypor grace in 1h,ne owne time , it is Pre» 
olts fin to.doe for : that man is extraordinaris 
ly gracelz/ſe,that Gare's preſume of grace in extreerdine> 
_ Fhey that come to crave more then common 
ofvs.;touſtbe more then commer freinds vnto 
vs; litle-reaſon hath God: to. be mare then »feelly 
god them: ;' who havo-bieene | groſſly evi ro ham; as 
all they axe who render him;nov bis right in their 
fri dayes, If we would 'berbe Lords for ever , let vs 
«ver reſolve to be o6-.&f the rf. 
beloved; taketbrſcrbings into deliberetis 
Trgcw einour harts,r-H and rrofte in out myn» 
des,that foe the Lord our God may take vs itto his 


S$vqur and campaſion. 0 lde,yzoner, widdle-age All ages, 
kave Lis in good rewembranc , foritiza truth that 
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make's vs happy if we hearken to it,miſerable ifwe doe © + 
not. To the «gedI ſay(yet notT, but the Lord) looke 
baciward,ſee mach of your g/«ſſeis out , and for- 
Ward, how litle remayneth torw#, and re# apace to 
the living God to be received,beforec «ll be gone, and 
no be left; thuke that voyce of God ſpoken 
toyou: [11 is ſoffcient that we have ſpent the time palt 1.7, 
after the lus of the flesb Ge )8c therevpon haſten to- 2-3» 
wards heaven with all expedition,it may{be the Lord 
may take that /zle time that is left, and receiue you 
into everlaſting habitations, To;the younge I fay alſo, 
[ Remember thy Creator(& thy redeemer too) in the dayes 
Ar yourb)and jmagine that other voyce of heaven | 
ſpokE to you ori 11 now time to 4 wake;&c it is great Rg.13.11 
reaſon that the flowre of your abilityes should be 
the Lords, from Whome you had them , and :8 Whome 
your account muſt be made for them. 
In a word,l ſay to you all, andto every one of you: 
Doe but thinke 1. how farre it is to heaven,ſeing wo 
mult goe from fi to grace , that we may, goe hence, 
to glory 2, how bardit is ,to finde the , becauſe 
& blood cinot :hew it: then how hard to enter, 
& goe 0n,becauſe the gate is ſo #raighr, & the enemy 
ſoe frone,& we ſoc weake,& Wearied out with fin coti- 


n clogging vs. And ſoe I end with that {| in 
ares thou a ſecke onto God early, and make thy ſup- 7ob;x.35 
plication to the almighty : if thou be pure and vpright, 673 * 
ſurely - _ now _ unto _ ,and make i _ -q 
ration of thy righteoutnes proſperoms: and though 1 
begining be fon; or-yop latter end feold vis 

] And that t<#s we may be,and thus doe, Let 
«ll ſorts vaceſlaarly ſecke his face for Cvecr, ICS 
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